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RARY OF THE NICENE AND POST NICENE FATHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants'
place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned
his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou
badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of
her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee
hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade
thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may
God bless thee in her.".There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a
hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and
they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are
my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise
be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew
the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with
this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi,
"A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with
him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood,
for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..Accordingly, one night, when
they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and
said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from
some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated,
but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth
Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the
king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him,
'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon
the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.Officer's Story, The
Fourteenth, ii. 183..When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and
all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day.
When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the
fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a
meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen
coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great
green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I
know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with
him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told
him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of
his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young
Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter
and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and
upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..? ? ? ? ? And when my
feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as
prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls
of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook,
'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery.
We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the
truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to
him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord,
far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou
not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair."
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Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will
explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us
bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because
of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel
not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's
climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts
devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and
his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the
picture.".? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.When I entered the service of this Amir,
(88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with
their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell
somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found
not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell
on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with
me..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.There came
one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel
great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of
the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and]
showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of
him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her
absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had
taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..99. The History of Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii.The
king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to
him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him
to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and
quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of
Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of
them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the
mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the
king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a
mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El
Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to
gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that
they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing
their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade
the eunuch bring him news of them..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took
them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast
quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of
Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath
gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet,
I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from
the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard
her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid,
an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away.
When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go
down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and
know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..When
it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king,
kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..31. The Scavenger and the Noble
Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..37.
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The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?'
'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his
dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and
embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he
is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile,
they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..Then she took the lute and smote thereon,
after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded
for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.It chanced one day that
one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in
the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell
merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the
other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him
spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.'
Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou
shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there
abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a
[certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe
and pleasing to the eye..Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ?
? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of
the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I
went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures.
(206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile,
knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was
confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of
those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army
and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.?
? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..Then Selim turned to Selma
and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I
know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh
counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have
need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till
break of day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her
handmaid..117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the
old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to
them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were
vouchsafed children by them..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and
sole..So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to
the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to
cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which
is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's
ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what
was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them
turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into
partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..Then he turned to the
woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she,
"Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am
of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but,
as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..? ? ?
? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..Then they told the damsel,
who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him
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and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the
king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed
his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech
and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes]
and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace,
went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the
kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth
not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some
standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am
the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80)
his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him
also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can
my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller
ccxcix.11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an
hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared,
all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that
which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds;
the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently,
up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many
carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne
thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..Trust in God, Of, 114..Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me,
ii. 228..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..A certain assessor was one day
taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door.
The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an
one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth
my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and
the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and
come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter,
he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as
witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an
excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant
of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the
Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract."."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man
of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king
and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So
he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news
of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our
allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at
thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person
and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do
thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he
addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he
committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of
folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw
his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to
acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It
behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he
imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.9.
Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).When the king heard this, he
said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear
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the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the
damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and
noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his
heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her
myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch,
"may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth
thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his
knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her."
"O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not
to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened
by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and
I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to
his house, married her..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..On
this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide
with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore
I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I
hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.'
So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers,
a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told
year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop."
Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein;
whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop,
took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come
to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he
kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I
come from Yemen.".? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the
relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.When they had made an end of pious wishes and
congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he
appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself
up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day
the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him,
according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and
deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand,
whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in
prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Now over
against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the
underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this.
Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still
slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them
in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground
dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..When he
had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's
partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the
queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent
liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled
from me and I found him again..Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country,
under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her,
wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go:
and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch
disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he
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had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him.
When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..The Fifteenth Night of the
Month..Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life
was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and
filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy
therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and
let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he
would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..? ? ? ? ? How many
a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his
cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it
between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir
and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad,
and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with
gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news
reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host
and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places
for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him
privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the
money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than
myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.Then the Khalif summoned her to his
presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.When she had made an end of her
verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang
thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? t. The two
Pigeons dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's
Daughter cccclxxvii.When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never
saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He
sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered
on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as
much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed
upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis
took leave of them, band by band..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him
the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be
Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the
Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his
boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a
single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the Khalif and
that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and
he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him
that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.Therewithal he
ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should
be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to
fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and
delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon
brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor
was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment
to all who looked on him..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done
away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who
was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like
unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the
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new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject,
for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she
tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I
came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered
I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited
her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day."
Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a
handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I
feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying,
"By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?"
And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord,"
answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.When
they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they
presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they
answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them
and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the
king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves."
Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his
father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100)
galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should
be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and
studiousness in well-doing..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..A fair one, to
idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the
frighted deer;.? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..Therewith Nuzhet el
Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his
feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let
down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is
this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my
lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for
Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and
said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five
slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and
other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they
might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them
with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with
harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of
China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and
improvising, sang the following verses:.When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he
entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king
bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had
betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to
know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king
heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the
coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard
from the prince's servant..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair
welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this
estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter
dccclxiii.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a
myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and
rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue
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and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with
her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her
husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more
delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In
union of life serene and undisturbed content?.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me
and suing for my sight!.Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled
her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she
recited the following verses:.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken
thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell
a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..? ? ?
? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.No good's in life (to the
counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings
with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman
before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do
so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the
tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree
to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,'
answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When the
king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the
morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..? ? ? ? ? O thou
that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..So I arose and putting in my
sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought
me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered,
she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not
see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a
veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When
I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to
look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that
shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the
most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be
present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind,
we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found
nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame
before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near
the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up
this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they
searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin
dxxxii.He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been
builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that
which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her
husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose
rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth
and raiment and jewels..Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that,
one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw
thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most
High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after
my death.'.Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the
dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of
his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which
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men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his
story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who
will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of
calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto
him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.When the king heard this story, he
deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my
vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and
abode in his house all that day..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep,
whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air
was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted
flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell
to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked
for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away.
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