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Neither customers nor staff could be found in the first of the three large rooms. Only cheaper galleries were crowded with browsers and unctuous
sales personnel. In an establishment as upscale as Coquin, the hoi polloi were discouraged from gawking, while the high value and extreme
desirability of the art were made evident by the staff's almost pathological aversion to promoting the merchandise..Rapt, frightened yet
wonderstruck, Agnes leaned forward, squinting between the whisking wipers..Frustrated again, she said simply, "Whenever Edom and Jacob talk
about these things, I want you to be sure always to keep in mind that life's about living and being happy, not about dying.".Unable to continue
Tehanu's story (because it hadn't happened yet) and foolishly assuming that the story of Ged and Tenar had reached its happily-ever-after, I gave
the book a subtitle: "The Last Book of Earthsea.".With some sharp instrument, probably a knife, Cain had stabbed and gouged the red letters,
working on the wall with such fury that two of the Bartholomews were barely readable anymore. The Sheetrock was marked by hundreds of scores
and punctures..At last Maria answered Jacob's question in a murmur, making the f sign of the cross once more as she spoke. "Never saw four.
Never even just I see three. But four ... is to be the devil himself.".He was uncharacteristically restive. His stoic nature, his long learned Jesuit
philosophy regarding the acceptance of events as they unfold, and the acquired patience of a homicide detective were insufficient to prevent
frustration from taking root in him. In the more than two months since Enoch Cain vanished, following the murder of Reverend White, no trace of
the killer had been found. Week by week, the slender sapling of frustration had grown into a tree and then into a forest, until Tom began every
morning by looking out through the tightly woven branches of impatience..Besides, he wasn't on the Greenbaum Gallery customer list and didn't
have an invitation..When she left Our Lady of Sorrows a few minutes later, she was convinced that the knave of spades--whether a human monster
or the devil himself-would never cross paths with Barty Lampion..On Sunday, New Year's Eve, Edom and Jacob came for dinner. Following
dessert, when Barty went to his room to continue reading Starman Jones, which he had begun late that afternoon, Agnes told her brothers the truth
about their nephew's eyes..As Celestina settled on the sofa with the phone in her lap, hesitating to dial until she worked up a bit more courage,
Angel said to Tom, "So what happened to your face?".Through her efforts, the Bright Beach Public Library sponsored an amibitious oral-history
project financed by two private foundations and by an annual strawberry festival. Local retirees were enlisted to record the stories of their lives, so
that their experiences, insights, and knowledge wouldn't be lost to generations yet unborn..Otter shrugged..As quick as a snake strikes, Vanadium
was much closer to the bed than he had been when he tossed the coin, at Junior's side now, leaning over the railing. "Naomi was six weeks
pregnant."."Our new roof," Bill said, pointing overhead, "will hold through any hurricane. Fine work. You tell Agnes what fine.Junior had left the
front door locked, because if unlocked, it would look as though he had wanted to facilitate their entry, and it would make them suspicious of the
whole scenario..Tom stared at the girl's drawing-quite a good one for a child her age, rough in style, but with convincing detail-and if skin could be
said to crawl, his must have moved all the way around his body two or three times before settling down again where it belonged. "Are these ...
?"."Fifty died in London, in '57, when two trains crashed. And a hundred twelve were crushed, torn, mangled, in '52, also England.".When the
subject shifted to card tricks and fortune-telling, Maria admitted to practicing divination with standard playing cards..Jacob scared people. He was
'Edom's identical twin, with Edom's boyish and pleasant face, as soft-spoken as Edom, well barbered and neatly groomed. Nevertheless, on the
same mission of mercy as Edom, Jacob would leave the pie recipients in a state of deep uneasiness if not outright terror. In his wake, they would
bar the doors, load guns if they owned any, and lay sleepless for a night or two..Phimie must be honored now with laughter instead of with tears,
because her life had left Celestina with so many memories of joy and with joy personified in Angel. To fend off tears, she said, "Listen, Clark Kent,
we women need our little secrets, our private thoughts. If you can really read my heart this easily, I guess I'm going to have to start wearing lead
brassieres."."And even in her dreams, you're determined to be there for her. There was a boogeyman, I have no doubt you would kick his hairy ass,
and he wouldn't come around again, ever. So you just go in this gallery,.When he noticed that twilight had come and gone, he realized also that he'd
walked through Bright Beach, along Pacific Coast Highway, and south into the neighboring town. Perhaps ten miles..room, heavier and colder than
the ice bags that were draped across Junior's midsection..Edom had noticed them earlier. Now he saw they were in worse condition than he'd
thought. Enlarged knuckles, fingers not entirely at natural angles to one another. Perhaps Obadiah had rheumatoid arthritis, like Bill Klefton,
though a less crippling case.."Mom always says that pigs will surely fly one day if ever Daddy chooses to convince them that they've got
wings."."May 14, 1845, in Canton, China, a theater fire killed sixteen hundred seventy. On December 8, 1863, a fire in the Church of La Compana,
in Santiago, Chile, left two thousand five hundred and one dead. One hundred fifty perished in a fire at a Paris charity bazaar: May 4, 1897. June
30, 1900, a dock fire in Hoboken, New Jersey, killed three hundred twenty-six. . .".In the front seat, Edom and Jacob murmured agreement with the
narrator's sentiments. Monday night, Edom and Jacob booked adjoining units in a motel near the hospital. They called Barty's room to give Agnes
the phone number and to report that they had inspected eighteen establishments before finding one that seemed comparatively safe..Tom pointed to
the nearly finished martini that stood on the table before him. Balanced on the thin rim of the glass: impossibly, precariously--the coin..It occurred
to her that the knave had come, as foretold by the cards on that night long ago. She had expected the knave to be a man with sharp eyes and a
wicked heart, but the curse was cancer and not a man at all..As Tom Vanadium studied the stained and ravaged wall again, a cold and quivery
uneasiness settled insectivally onto his scalp and down the back of his neck, quickly bored into his blood, and nested in his bones. He had the
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terrible feeling that he was not dealing with a known quantity anymore, not with the twisted man he'd thought he understood, but with a new and
even more monstrous Enoch Cain. Carrying the tote bag full of Angel's dolls and coloring books, Wally crossed the sidewalk ahead of Celestina
and climbed the front steps..Leave the lamps burning, the door unlocked. A murderer, frantic to vanish while the victim remained undiscovered,
wouldn't be worried about the cost of electricity or about protecting against burglary..Junior descended the escalator two steps at a time, not content
to let it carry him along at its own pace. When he reached the second floor, however, he found that Vanadium's ghost had done what ghosts do best:
faded away. Abandoning his search for the perfect tie chain but determined to remain calm, Junior decided to have lunch at the St. Francis
Hotel..When Agnes had asked him to deliver the pies, before she had set out with Joey for the hospital the previous day, Edom had wanted to beg
off, but he had agreed without hesitation. He was prepared to suffer every viciousness that nature could throw at him in this life, but he could not
endure seeing disappointment in his sister's eyes..Putting one hand on the object to which she referred, Barty said, "Mom and I were listening to a
book when you got here. This is a talking book.".Otter hesitated and said, "Yes.".Edom marveled at Agnes's ability to rise above the past and to
transcend so many years of torment. She was able to see the house as simple shelter, whereas to her brothers, it was-and always would be-the place
in which their spirits had been shattered. Even living within sight of it would have been out of the question if they had been employed, with
options..Their struggle to put their sorrow into words moved Agnes not because they cared so deeply, but because in the end they were unable to
express themselves adequately. Without the relief provided by expression, their anguish grew corrosive. Their lifelong introversion left them
without the social skills to unburden themselves or to provide solace to others. Worse, their obsessions with death, in all its many means and
mechanisms, had prepared them to expect Barty's cancer, which left them neither shocked nor capable of consolation, but merely resigned.
Ultimately, in great frustration, each twin was reduced to fragmented sentences, crippled gestures, quiet tears-and Agnes became the only
consoler..This Monday morning in Oregon was bleak, with the swollen, dark bellies of rain clouds swagging low over the cemetery, a dreary
send-off for Naomi, even though rain was not yet falling..Copyright (c) 1997 by Ursula K. Le Guin..Junior remembered the very words the
detective had used: They say she died in a traffic accident..Only one member of the distant funeral party did not disperse toward the line of cars on
the service road. A man in a dark suit headed downhill, between the headstones and the monuments, directly toward Naomi's grave..While you're
trying to decide, hand me a knife, and I'll cut your jugular you brainless medical-school dropout.."Yes, but it's a Catholic hospital, and they offer
this option to all unwed mothers-doesn't matter what their religion.".He wasn't a marksman, anyway. He couldn't handle anything more than
close-up work..Meanwhile, she could offer him only a few pieces of ice, which he was forbidden to chew. "Let them melt in your mouth.".The
reverend made the first toast, speaking so softly that his tremulous words seemed to bloom in Celestina's mind and heart rather than to fall upon her
ears. "To gentle Phimie, who is with God.".The various flavors of canned soda were always racked in the same order, allowing Barty to select what
he wanted without error. He got orange for Angel, root beer for himself, and closed the refrigerator..a deeply troubled John Wayne while the
delightful David Niven floated along overhead in a basket suspended from a huge, colorful hot-air balloon..If the sight of his daughter almost drove
him to his knees, the sight of his wife, also his first in seven years, lifted him until he was virtually floating across the grass..Their evenings
together were comfortable bliss, though usually they just watched television, or he read to her. She enjoyed being read to: mostly historical novels
and occasional mysteries..Missing windshield. Considering that the space was pinched by the crumpled roof, however, and in light of Agnes's
pregnancy and imminent second-stage labor, the severe contortions involved in this extraction would be too dangerous..Inevitably, man of the arts
that he was, his slouching brought him to several galleries. In the window of the fourth, not one of his favorite establishments, he saw an
eight-by-ten photograph of Seraphim White..of fists, hard blows, and his father's heavy breathing as he deals out the punishment. Edom himself lies
face down in.Maria's mother, visiting from Mexico, was babysitting, so Maria came without her children, as a guest, joining Agnes and the
laugh-a-minute Isaacson twins, chroniclers of destruction. They ate in the dining room, rather than at the kitchen dinette, with a lace-trimmed
tablecloth, the good china, crystal wineglasses, and fresh flowers.."-though this Tom now has a rhinoceros-smacked face, this other Tom, in his
own world, has an ordinary face. Poor him, so ordinary."."One of the things I was searching for in your house was a life insurance policy on your
wife. I didn't find one. Didn't find any canceled checks for the premium, either.".While the horse and then the sheep grazed twelve months each, an
H-bomb accidentally fell from a B-52 and was lost in the ocean, off Spain, for two months before being located. Mao Tse-tung launched his
Cultural Revolution, killing thirty million people to improve Chinese society. James Meredith, civil rights activist, was wounded by gunfire during
a march in Mississippi. In Chicago, Richard Speck murdered eight nurses in a row-house dormitory, and a month later, Charles Whitman limbed a
tower at the University of Texas, from which he shot and killed twelve people. Arthritis forced Sandy Koufax, star pitcher for the Dodgers, to
retire. Astronauts Grissom, White, and Chaffee died earthbound, in a flash fire that swept their Apollo spacecraft during a full-scale launch
simulation. Among the noted who traded fame for eternity were Walt Disney, Spencer Tracy, saxophonist John Coltrane, writer Carson McCullers,
Vivien Leigh, and Jayne Mansfield. Junior bought McCullers's The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter, and though he didn't doubt that she was a fine writer,
her work proved to be too weird for his taste. During these years, the world was rattled by earthquakes, swept by hurricanes and typhoons, plagued
by floods and droughts and politicians, ravaged by disease. And in Vietnam, hostilities were still underway..Instead of immediately killing anyone,
Junior returned to his apartment on the afternoon of December 29, and went to bed, fully clothed. To calm down. To think about focus..AS
MEANINGFUL AS Jacob's death had been within the small world of his family, Agnes Lampion never lost sight of the fact that there were more
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resonant deaths in the larger world before 1968 ended and the Year of the Rooster followed. On the fourth of April, James Earl Ray gunned down
Martin Luther King on a motel balcony in Memphis, but the assassin's hopes were foiled when, because of this murder, freedom grew more
vigorously from the richness of a in martyr's blood. On June 1, Helen Keller died peacefully at eighty-seven. Blind and deaf since early childhood,
mute until her adolescence, Miss Keller led a life of astonishing accomplishment; she learned to speak, to ride horses, to waltz; she graduated cum
laude from Radcliffe, an inspiration to millions and a testament to the potential in even the most blighted life. On June 5, Senator Robert F.
Kennedy was assassinated in the kitchen of the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles. Unknown numbers died when Soviet tanks invaded
Czechoslovakia, and hundreds of thousands perished in the final days of the Cultural Revolution in China, many eaten in acts of cannibalism
sanctioned by Chairman Mao as acceptable political action. John Steinbeck, novelist, and Tallulah Bankhead, actress, came to the end of their
journeys in this world, if not yet in all others. But James Lovell, William Anders, and Frank Borman-the first men to orbit the moon-traveled
250,000 miles into space, and all returned alive..He told her that he loved her, and she slipped away upon his words. As she went, the haggard look
of the terminal leukemic patient passed from her, and before the gray mask of death replaced it, he saw the beauty he had preserved in memory
when he was three, before they took his eyes, saw it so briefly, as if something transforming welled out of her, a perfect light, her essence..She also
sought forgiveness for the hardness with which she had treated Nicholas Deed..What the commodifiers of fantasy count on and exploit is the
insuperable imagination of the reader, child or adult, which gives even these dead things life-of a sort, for a while..Anyway-and curiously-Industrial
Woman increasingly looked to him like Scamp. As various abraded and inflamed mucous membranes constantly reminded him, he'd had more than
enough of Scamp for a while. At last the day arrived: Friday, January 12..Angel cocked her head and studied his left hand, which he had closed
while opening his right. She pointed. "It's there.".The poster announced an upcoming show, titled "This Momentous Day," by the young artist
calling herself Celestina White. Dates for the exhibition were Friday, January 12, through Saturday, January 2 7..Finally he switched on the light,
and illuminated Neddy at ease, silent in death as never in life: lying on his back, head turned to the right, swollen tongue lolling obscenely..Angel
was adamant: "Nope. I could learn that. Like dressing myself and saying thank-you.".Surprisingly, he received a lot of gratification from voicing
this insult, even though Vanadium was too dead to hear it.."Sitters. Friends, relatives of friends. People I can trust. I can afford sitters if I'm getting
only dinner tips.".Beautiful she was, both of face and form, even with her mouth gaping wide and her eyes rolled back in her skull. How bright her
future might have been if she had not chosen to deceive. A tease was, in essence, a deceiver-promising what she never intended to deliver.."You
look as if you've seen a ghost," said Vinnie, and Agnes wished the threat were as simple as a restless spirit, groaning and rattling its chains, like
Dickens's Marley come to Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Eve..His conscience as a craftsman would not let him fault the carpentry of the ship in
any way; but his conscience as a wizard told him he could put a hex on her, a curse woven right into her beams and hull. Surely that was using the
secret art to a good end? For harm, yes, but only to harm the harmful. He did not talk to his teachers about it. If he was doing wrong, it was none of
their fault and they would know nothing about it. He thought about it for a long time, working out how to do it, making the spell very carefully. It
was the reversal of a finding charm: a losing charm, he called it to himself. The ship would float, and handle well, and steer, but she would never
steer quite true..With a prayer to the Holy Mother, Maria held one third of a knave of spades to the bright flame of the first candle. When it caught
fire, she dropped the fragment into the votive glass, and as it was consumed, she said aloud, "For Peter," referring to the most prominent of the
twelve apostles..Paul stayed with her, sometimes wincing at the ground as though the danger were there, not above-which, in a sense, it was,
because impact rather than the fall itself is the killer-and at other times putting his arms around her, staring up at the boy above. But he, too, was
silent..Junior gave the Raisinets to him, and Google left the theater with his candy and his cash..Paul in the guest room again. Sweeping a bedside
lamp to the floor, lifting the nightstand.."You'll do better away from the ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's working the old mines at
Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out of his way. Work for him you must, if you want to stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If
you'll go.".A sudden cold breeze blew down out of the moon, bearing a faint alien scent, and the black boughs of the trees billowed and rustled like
witches' skirts.."July 14, 1960, in Guatemala City, Guatemala, a fire in a mental hospital-two hundred twenty-five dead.".Paul sat by himself, at the
far end of the restaurant from them. He ordered orange juice and waffles..Teasing out the card, Edom saw that it was an ace of
diamonds-remarkable in light of Maria Gonzalezs fortune'-telling session last Friday evening. He was more astonished, however, by the name
printed in black ink diagonally across the face of the card: BARTHOLOMEW..Indeed, she found it difficult to talk with her son in their usual easy
way. She heard a stiffness in her voice that she knew would sooner or later be apparent to him..These Spartan arrangements were good enough for
Vanadium. He had arrived from Oregon the previous night with three suitcases full of his clothes and personal effects. He expected that his unique
combination of detective work and psychological warfare would enable him to entrap Cain in a month, before these accommodations began to feel
too austere even for one to whom anything fancier than a monk's cell could seem baroque..At the front, a soft spotlight a focused on the life-size
crucifix. The only additional illumination came from the small bulbs over the stations of the cross, along both side walls, and from the flickering
flames in the ruby glass containers on the votive-candle rack..As impressed as Agnes had been with the sample orbs that she'd been shown, she
allowed no hope that the singular beauty of Barty's striated emerald-sapphire eyes would be re-created. Although the artist's work might be
exquisite, these irises would be painted by human hands, not by God's..Focus. Get Ichabod all the way inside. Act now, think later. No, no, proper
focus requires an understanding of the need to ize: scrutinize, analyze, and prioritize. Get the bitch, get the bitch! Slow deep breaths. Channel the
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beautiful rage. A fully evolved man is self-controlled and calm. Move, move, move!.They were each down to one last sip of wine, studying dessert
menus, when Celestina began to wonder if, in spite of all instincts and indications, she might be wrong about the state of Wally's heart. The signs
seemed clear, and if his radiance wasn't love, then he must be dangerously radioactive-yet she might be wrong. She was a woman of some insight,
quite sophisticated in many ways, with the raw-nerve perceptions of an artist; however, in matters of romance, she was an innocent, perhaps even
more pitifully naive than she realized. As she perused the list of cakes and tarts and homemade ice creams, she allowed doubt to feed upon her, and
as the thought grew that Wally might not love her that way, after all, she became desperate to know, to end the suspense, because if she didn't mean
to him what he meant to her, then Daddy was just going to have to accept her conversion from Baptist to Catholic, because she and Angel would
have to spend some serious heart-recovery time in a nunnery.."Naomi, are you in there?" Junior whispered again, peering into the windows of the
girl's soul..Bracing her feet against the floorboards, clutching the seat with her left hand, fiercely gripping the door handle with her right, she
prayed, prayed that the baby would be all right, that she would live at least long enough to bring her child into this wonderful world, into this grand
creation of endless and exquisite beauty, whether she herself lived past the birth or not..Sometimes Barty could be fierce in his independence-his
mother told him so-and now he rebuffed Angel too sharply. "I don't want to be waited on. I'm not helpless, you know. I can get sodas myself" By
the time he reached the doorway, he felt sorry for his tone, and he looked back toward where the window seat must be. "Angel?".At those
cutting-edge galleries where he attended receptions, no one got in without a printed invitation. And even with the authentic paper in hand, you
might still be refused entry if you failed to pass the cool test. The criteria of cool were the same as at the current hottest dance clubs, and in fact the
bouncers controlling the gate at the finest avant-garde galleries were those who worked the clubs..In the years since I began to write about Earthsea
I've changed, of course, and so have the people who read the books. All times are changing times, but ours is one of massive, rapid moral and
mental transformation. Archetypes turn into millstones, large simplicities get complicated, chaos becomes elegant, and what everybody knows is
true turns out to be what some people used to think..Bartholomew might be a teenager living with his parents or a dependent adult residing with
family; if so, he wouldn't be revealed in this search, because the phone would not be listed in his name. Or maybe the guy loathed his first name
and never used it except in legal matters, going by his middle name, instead..He didn't pause to lock the house behind them. Bright Beach, in 1965,
was as free of criminals as it was untroubled by lumbering brontosaurs..quiet pool, sweet with the fragrance of jasmine. Under the huge spreading
oak. Grass oiled to a glossy green by the.The room was bright enough for him to confirm that he was alone. The interior of the box in which Naomi
now resided could be no more silent than this house..He switched off the flashlight and stood solemnly for a moment, paying his respects to
Seraphim. She had been so sweet, so innocent, so supple, so exquisitely proportioned..At the farthest end of the loft from the stereo speakers,
voices nevertheless had to be raised in even the most intimate exchanges. The artist who had created In the Baby 's Brain Lies the Parasite of
Doom, Version 6, however, possessed a voice as deep, sharp-edged, and penetrating as his talent..He was able to search five pages at a sitting
before his head began to ache. He'd been putting in two sessions each day, starting this past Tuesday. Four thousand names a day. Sixteen thousand
total when he finished the fifth of this evening's pages..More often than not, in a social situation, regardless of its nature, there came a time when
Edom had to bolt, and here now was the time, not because he floundered at a loss for words, not because he became panicked that he would say the
wrong thing or would knock over his coffee cup, or would in some way prove himself foolish or as clumsy as a clown in full pratfall, but in this
instance because he didn't want to bring his tears into Agnes's day. Recently she'd had too many tears in her life, and though these were not tears of
anguish, though they were tears of love, he didn't want to burden her with them..Obadiah tossed the pack of cards to Edom, startling him. "Son,
you'll have to help me. My fingers have no finesse anymore."."Consider what I told you," Dr. Salk urged. "Your Perri would want you to think
about it.".He couldn't much longer take advantage of Paul Damascus's hospitality. Since bringing Wally to town, Tom had been staying in Paul's
guest bedroom. He knew that he was welcome indefinitely, and the sense of family that he'd found with these people had only grown since January,
but he nevertheless felt that he was imposing..His patience exhausted, the pianist wrenched his hand out of Junior's grip. He glanced around
nervously, certain that they must be the center of attention, but of course the reception guests were lost in their witless conversations, or they were
gaga over the maudlin paintings, and no one was aware of this quiet little drama..ice bags. I almost laughed at his tendency to morbidness and self
dramatization. The living dead had not come to get him: just some rubber ice bags.."Would you pretend to wake up if I tried to smother you?"
asked Detective Vanadium.
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Chambre de Commerce dAmiens Siance Du 30 Juin 1880 Rapport Sur La Nouvelle Loi Des Patentes
Droit Civil Franiais de la Preuve En Giniral Et de la Prisomption En Particulier
Paris Monologue Comique Dit Par Coquelin Aini
Notice Midicale Sur Les Eaux de Salins Du Jura
Mimoire Sur litranglement Des Amygdales Par Les Piliers Du Voile Du Palais
Technicographie Instantanie Ou lOrthographe Des Quarante Mille Mots de la Langue
Filiciti Des Divines Consolations Tirie Des Exemples de la Saincte Escriture La
Procis de la Sociiti Des Droits de lHomme Et Du Citoyen Discours Sur Le Droit dAssociation
Quatre Observations de Chirurgie Orthopidique Du Membre Infirieur Ankylose Vicieuse de la Hanche
Lettre de Marianne Aux Ripublicains
Risumi Du Cours dHygiine i lUsage Des Classes ilimentaires
itude Sur Le Dosage de lUrie
Notice Sur Le Manuscrit de la Chronique Des Normands Et Sur lidition
Histoire Du Parti Libiral En Espagne
Rapport Sur Un Projet de Nouvelle Organisation Des itudes de Droit
Atlas de Giographie Moderne i lUsage Des icoles Primaires
Argelis-Gazost Hautes-Pyrinies Thirapeutique Par Les Agents Physiques Cure de Rigimes
Rapport Sur Les Archives de la Ville de Toulouse Et de Quelques Localitis Du Haut-Languedoc
Les Pilerinages En Picardie Du Xive Au Xvie Siicle
Notice Sur lipidimie Du Cholira-Morbus Indien Qui a Rigni Dans Les Ports Miridionaux
Miss Cavell Hiroine Et Martyre
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