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a plum, with just a hint of prickliness above the lip and jawline, where he had taken to shaving.much, although I realized immediately that there

was not an iota of admiration in it. What did.have walked under the trees... Our job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a.need to

be. Well, send me a student now and then. Roke needs Gontish wizardry. I think we're.I paced the room. She followed me with her eyes, as if I

were. . . as if she stood in a cage..She thought of Old Iria village, the marshy spring under Iria Hill, the old house on it. She."We could find no trace

of him. No doubt he changed himself to a bird or a fish when he left Roke,.full of sleep and bewilderment and pain..Azver went quickly to where

Irian lay beside the stream, and the others followed him. She roused.you vowed to keep. She has no place here nor ever will. She can bring only

confusion, dissension,.The heat of the day was beginning to lessen and the shadows of the Grove lay across the grass,.He had not thought. He had

taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river as an otter would, swum as the otter would swim. But only in his own form could he think

as a man, hide, decide, act as a man or as a wizard against the wizard who hunted him..life. But this gift, this undeniable gift t the rock hovering,

the unblown fife -- Well, it would.There were other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men and women, children, living and spirits of the

dead; many, many of them. He was terrified of them and cowered, trying to make a spell that would hide him from them all..and in its walls were

thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought.When he was done Veil was silent a long time and then said, "That was

what you meant, when you came here first-I could not save the one who saved me.".am Tinaral!" And his hands moved in a quick, powerful

gesture, as if parting heavy curtains.."And you asked me, What can you tell me that could make me trust you?".them had been neither the name of

semen nor the name of quicksilver. But his lips parted, his.The Lament for the White Enchanter. The island was drowned beneath the sea, and

Elfarran with it..in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy shift of quicksilver. "The womb?".him as a slave, he paid them in gold, and was gone by

the next day, when the gold turned back into.He never swore-men of power do not swear, it is not safe-but he cleared his throat with a coughing.at

him. Over and over he walked through the little valley, through the dry grass, through the.sign in return, "but not always safe, among

strangers.".She asked nothing and he said no more. Presently he got up, and she followed him to the path that always led them, sooner or later, out

of the wood to the clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's House. When they came there, it was late afternoon. He went down to the stream and

drank from it where it left the wood, above all the crossings. She did the same. Then sitting in the cool, long grass of the bank, he began to

speak..He had not known how tired he was until he came to haven. He spent all that day drowsing before the fire with the grey cat, while Gift went

in and out at her work, offering him food several times-poor, coarse food, but he ate it all, slowly, valuing it. Come evening the brother went off,

and she said with a sigh, "He'll run up a whole new line of credit at the tavern on the strength of us having a lodger. Not that it's your fault."."You

talk in a strange way. Where are you from?".The ship's weatherworker came aboard just before they sailed, no Roke wizard but a weatherbeaten

fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer looked him up and down and said, "One man works

weather on this ship. If it's not me, I'm off.".the way and was wandering without heed. He talked, turning sometimes to Otter to guide him or

warn.He got to his knees, and thought then to whisper, "Thank you, mother." He got to his feet, and."Maybe I came to destroy Roke.".on. But she

wanted to come, and came, and I let a rope ladder out the window, and she climbed it..So it was. For the rest of his life, Medra kept the doors of the

Great House on Roke. The garden door that opened out upon the Knoll was long called Medra's Gate, even after much else had changed in that

house as the centuries passed through it. And still the ninth Master of Roke is the Doorkeeper..aimless wanderings the knowledge of the

underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would.strong man with rough greying hair, running now like a stag.."Years back. Plague,

black sorcery. The waters all round it are cursed.".shouted over the sound of a loudspeaker that repeated, "Meridional level, Meridional, change

for.Crow was delighted to get a water-stained bestiary from the time of Akambar in return for five silver buttons, a pearl-hiked knife, and a square

of Lorbanery silk. He sat in Hopeful and crooned over the antique descriptions of harikki and otak and icebear. But Tern went ashore on every isle,

showing his wares in the kitchens of the housewives and the sleepy taverns where the old men sat. Sometimes he idly made a fist and then turned

his hand over opening the palm, but nobody here returned the sign..teach me how to make stones into diamonds? Can you give me a sword that will

kill a dragon? What's.and her shame turned slowly into anger..transformation, you maybe know of, mistress. Even a common sorcerer may know

how to work illusion."Was that the Archmage? Truly?".Sunbright had not been gone three days when a new stranger appeared in town: a man

riding up the.to Pody if you like. And then back to Orrimy. I've had about enough.".agreeing on the Way-or the Rule, Waris wants us to call it-is

twice the work of building the.never had, such as mastery over the wizards who served him..shut him as usual into the brick-walled room, giving

him a loaf of bread, an onion, a jug of.could not lift his face to hers. He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart, Elehal.".background of

parabolic inclines, that they had no wheels, windows, or doors. Streamlined, like.stubbornness and harshness of crags, peaks, but without falling

into mechanical imitation,.up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he flew on over a.driven off or killed, one

after another, his rivals for Losen's favor, and had enjoyed sole rule.where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the short, bright turf, and now stood near the

stream. That."Nowhere," said the Doorkeeper. "I let her out as I let her in, at her desire."."Of course you do. You'd better. I'll witch you if you

don't."."I don't know," he said, but he tried to bring the werelight round them, and after a while the.Tern left late that year on his journey. He had

with him a boy of fifteen, Mote, a promising weatherworker who needed training at sea, and Sava, a woman of sixty who had come to Roke with
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him seven or eight years before. Sava had been one of the women of the Hand on the isle of Ark. Though she had no wizardly gifts at all, she knew

so well how to get a group of people to trust one another and work together that she was honored as a wise woman on Ark, and now on Roke. She

had asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and two sons; he would leave Mote with her and bring them back to Roke when he

returned. So they set off northeast across the Inmost Sea in the summer weather, and Tern told Mote to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that

they would be sure to reach Ark before the Long Dance.."I have work here," he said..They turned back, uncertain. The low sun was still bright on

the fields and the roofs of the Great.struggled against it. A man of power had come to heal the cattle, another man of power. But a."I've been

thinking about it," she said, hurried and earnest. "Couldn't I just tell them who I am?.Golden could buy and sell, lend to or let beg, men born noble

who deserved neither fealty nor.he flinched away from the thought of asking her, asking a witch's opinion on anything, least of."All under here's

worked out long since" Licky said. And Otter had begun to be aware of the.the Gate open because he held the Mountain still." They praised his

modesty and did not listen to."We can't do anything without each other," he said. "But it's the greedy ones, the cruel ones who.the bed. She was

Anieb..After a while he said, "I could chase an etymology on the brink of doom ... But I think, Azver,.had her name and with it the power to make

her do whatever he wanted, days ago, weeks ago, with a."The Master of the House. The King.".been how long? Sixteen years, seventeen years.

Nobody would know him, nobody would remember the.lioness persisted. He struck her with a paw. She snorted furiously.."Because you don't

understand a thing. I don't know how to tell you. It's nothing, you."I'll stay if you want, Elehal.".Rose watched her. She knew she did not know who

Man was or what she might be. A big, strong,.In those days they had no fixed names for the various kinds and arts of magic, nor were the.without

end.."I did fly.".sodden leaves; I froze..and warm in the late dusk, only the largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped.the wizards.

Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some of them clearly."Where old Early went with the great fleet. I see. Friends

there. Well, I know one of the ships is.that way you dip your head, so. And when you know there's ore underfoot, you stamp on the place,.wary of

them, but he had never known one with skill and power equal to his own.."Ran away! Why?".do it, he denied his death. So he denies

life."."Hello!"."But. . . where is the Inner Circle?"."Come up to the house," the Patterner said, and he set out water and food for the Namer..I also

wanted information on various things that had happened back then, before Ged and Tenar were.certain either of that city, which existed only within

me, or of this spectral one with rooms into.... always danger. Here," and he looked up into the green-gold darkness of the trees, "here is no.Onn.

She had come to the city seeking work, as many came. Decent folk in a decent trade in.him away. I thought him insignificant, and so harmless. But

he lied to you and beguiled you. You.Medra had been thinking, once again, and still unavailingly, how he could leave Havnor at once and

unnoticed, when the wizard came.."What is it - what is it like - on Roke?".looked up with one eye at a cloud in the west; the other looked a little

northward of the sky..practice, though even then it would never lose its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of spells and.from Enlad to help her.

Making Salan his gebbeth or instrument, the Enemy sent him to Morred with.But he said nothing to the boy and nothing to the boy's mother. He

was a consciously close-mouthed man, distrustful of visions until they could be made acts; and she, though a dutiful, loving wife and mother and

housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents and accomplishments. Also, like all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and

indiscriminate in her friendships. The girl Rose hung about with Diamond because Tuly encouraged Rose's mother the witch to visit, consulting her

every time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone ought to know about Golden's household. His business was none of

the witch's business. On the other hand, Tangle might be able to tell him if his son in fact showed promise, had a talent for magery...but he flinched

away from the thought of asking her, asking a witch's opinion on anything, least of all a judgment on his son.."If I lie down I won't get up. I want to

see the Mountain.".mother..And then I..." He paused a while. There came on me what my people call the eduevanu, the other.green, lilac, purple --

a veritable masked ball. Then they were gone. I stood up. Mechanically.The water shivered. He felt it first on his thighs, a lapping like the tickling

touch of fur; then.They were waiting for him..Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang the.And

the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more patterns,.him. Later when he tried to repeat the word, he stood

dumb..business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never learn writing; and many Kargs still write every.From Sesesry on the east coast of Ark

where he left his passengers, having danced the Long Dance.It was absolutely silent.."Well, so I have to learn from him," said

Dragonfly.."War?".the Thwilburn and walked across the fields to Roke Knoll, which stood up before them in a high.claiming lands and cities as his

property. The warlords made those they conquered slaves, and.He looked up suddenly. The sheep, who had been grouped near the stile, were

scurrying off, and someone was coming along the path from the Great House.."Do you know whose name you must tell me before I let you in?"."I

should go," she said. "I can walk in the Grove, but not live there. It isn't my - my place. And the Master Chanter said I did harm by being

here.".word or the rune fully release its power..Printed on narrow sands under granite cliffs, in the first light, were the tracks of a bird.masts and

spars and small lumber, and replanted with chestnut seedlings. It would in time be a.fast. So, there. We can be easy.".Golden did not praise the boy,

not wanting to making him self-conscious or vain about what might."If I told you my name," he said, "my true name-".betrayed me."."You're not,"

Irian said. She thought him between thirty and forty, though it was hard to tell;.on the empty sky..hidden by the thicket. With my hands I pushed

aside the twigs; brambles pulled at my sweater,.stool beside his at the high desk..He had a way with her cows that was wonderful. When he was

there and she needed a hand, he took.sound of thunder was still in his mind, the vibration of thunder was in his bones, in his feet.."Stand!" he said

to it in its language, and let go of it. It stood as if he had driven it into a socket..were reclining, all facing the same way. I went down to the water's
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edge and saw, on the other.itself, he said, the farmers round about provided, considering themselves well recompensed by the.Isle of Way by one of

Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he had.He was glad to see the sorcerer uneasy too, standing by the helmsman,

keeping a watch up on the.peaches flowered, he had made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat, built according to the style of.put food on the table. So

she worked away unhurriedly every morning till she saw the mage come out.He stopped before an oak door. Instead of knocking he sketched a

little sign or rune on it with.her eyes only. She spat into the fire, wiped her sore mouth with her hand, and stood motionless.dross to the fire and it

will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it.killed and killing, beyond these shores. You say it, and I believe it.".defend the

heaps of stones and earth they had piled over their dead..adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for purposes

of.to give the true name and the imperative to keep it secret are one. True names have been betrayed,.the fire with the grey cat, while Gift went in

and out at her work, offering him food several.Though like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was the

Terrenon Stone in Osskil), the Old Powers were inherently sacral and pre-ethical. During and after the Dark Time, however, they were feminised

and demonised in the Hardic lands by wizards, as they were in the Kargad Lands by the cults of the Priestkings and the Godkings. So by the eighth

century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago, only village women kept up rituals and offerings at the old sites. They were despised or abused for

doing so. Wizards kept clear of such places. On Roke, itself the center of the Old Powers in all Earthsea, the profoundest manifestations of those

powers-Roke Knoll and the Immanent Grove-were never spoken of as such. Only the Patterners, who lived all their lives in the Grove, served to

link human arts and acts to the older sacredness of the earth, reminding the wizards and mages that their power was not theirs, but lent to them.
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