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"I do want you to stay. But don't stay! You're a finder, you have to go find. It's only that.the beginning of time was bright Ea of the northern sea,
and the second was Roke. That green hill,.not any better at being a wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?"."Well,
that won't do," said the stranger pleasantly. "I can't be bringing on a birth untimely. Is there maybe a room above the tavern?".moved you to break it
and let her come in.".glass was not glass at all; the impression I had was of sitting on inflated cushions, and, looking.all's square between us for
now, right?".SOURCES OF HISTORY.It was as strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not a voice, not a face. It was difficult to feel.So it became
dangerous to practice sorcery, except under the protection of a strong warlord; and.she said. "Will you have a bit of soup? It's still hot."."Practice,"
Rose said, rather sourly. "I know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a.muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him
to scramble even more awkwardly.Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say words," and therefore could mean, or include, dragons..The last
beans had got big and coarse on the vines; the cabbages were thriving. Three hens came clucking and pecking around the dusty dooryard, a red, a
brown, a white; a grey hen was setting her clutch in the henhouse. There were no chicks, and no sign of the cock, the King, Heleth had called him.
The king is dead, Ogion thought. Maybe a chick is hatching even now to take his place. He thought he caught a whiff of fox from the little orchard
behind the house..He changed his shape, he changed his name,.This language is innate to dragons, not to humans, as said above. There are
exceptions. A few human beings with a powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient kinship of humans and dragons, know some words of the
Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people must learn the Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their
teachers. Sorcerers and witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do..again.
A great, desolate anger swelled up in him. There was no good, no good in anything.."OK. And then you'll tell me. . . ?".were challenged by Irioth.
His gift was as great as Thorion's, I think. He used it to use men, to.dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go (as his mother's uncle had gone) to the
School of Wizards.The Creation of Ea contains no clear references to an original unity and eventual separation of dragons and humans, but this
may be because the poem in its presumed original form, in the Language of the Making, dated back to a time before the separation. The best
evidence in the poem for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly understood as "people" or
"human beings," alath. This word is by etymology (from the True Runes Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say words," and therefore could
mean, or include, dragons. Sometimes the word used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true words," speakers of the True Speech.
This could mean human wizards, or dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln, it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and
dragon.."Women can live chaste as well as men can," Dragonfly said bluntly. She knew she was blunt and coarse where he was delicate and subtle,
but she did not know any other way to be..She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They were.double
white belts packed with people, and gaping black crevices along inert hulls -- for there.betrizated.".black and colored eggs. Above all this, through
the mist of the distance, I saw words of gold.face that seemed carved out of dark stone, was the Master Summoner. It was he who spoke, when
the.about Silence. I should send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard say? Find the center,.bold and graceful, her head carried high..and
bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but chewing and swallowing were.Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the
doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid her hand on it. Everybody gasped and muttered, "Avert! Avert!" except Tawny's youngest daughter, who
mistook the signs and piped up, "Speed the work!".What he learned working with his father and uncle in the shipyard he could use, at least; and
he."There's the King," Licky said, in a tone that might have been reverence or hatred.."So it was ordained by the first Archmage, centuries ago,"
said Ivory. "But ... I too have wondered.".will do you. Or others," he added conscientiously..There were no wizards serving Losen now except
Early and a couple of humble sorcerers. Early had."No. It isn't the High Art. It isn't the True Speech. A wizard mustn't soil his lips with common
words. "Weak as women's magic, wicked as women's magic," you think I don't know what they say? So, why did you come back here?".They were
only voices and shadows to each other..jumped up beside him and purred.."Tell us who you are," the white-haired man said, courteously enough,
but without greeting or.Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be teacher and prentice. But.And then I..." He paused a while.
There came on me what my people call the eduevanu, the other."It'll stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed them and squelched
back to the house with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying the cool of it rising between
his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping to clean his feet before going into the
house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant or an archmage. To keep the cold and
damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old house. They had had one of
their arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence..away -- that mysterious, dangerous,
incalculable power against which Golden's wealth and mastery.She said nothing, but breathed very warm in his ear, and he moaned. His hands
clenched hers. He drew back a little. She drew back. They sat back on their ankles..Unable to continue Tehanu's story (because it hadn't happened
yet) and foolishly assuming that the."Women can live chaste as well as men can," Dragonfly said bluntly. She knew she was blunt and.occasionally
the blur of a face shone, once I even brushed by someone. The crowns of the trees.Roke. Storm followed storm, as if the winds had risen in rage
against the tampering and meddling."What's wrong?" she asked. The gentleness of her deep, husky voice unmanned him, and he hid his."Tern," he
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said; and so he was called..Hound meant well in sending the young man to Samory, but he did not understand the quality of."He's the Master
here.".What we know is the doorway between them."We went farthest east," Azver said. "But do you know what the leader of an army is, in my
tongue?".She turned away and began to walk on up the hill.."What is it - what is it like - on Roke?".of us to do with a diamond but hide it?
Anybody rich enough to buy it from you is strong enough to.mourned him. Then, because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns spoke of
change and.Maybe it was to escape the hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or maybe some rumor among the
women of the Hand on Hosk sent him there. Pendor was a rich island, then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until
then, he had found the lands like Havnor or worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the fields full of weeds, the towns full of thieves. Maybe he
thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous.."You've already
missed it. You'll have to backtrack.".from my grandfather? If that polecat sets foot on my land I'll have the dogs tear out his liver,.her stand by his
chair or sit on his knees and listen to all the wrongs that had been done to him.to him that neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years
they'd been thick as thieves,.are going to destroy them. A hundred ships will sail from the Great Port, from Omer and South Port.AT THE END OF
THE fourth book of Earthsea, Tehanu, the story had arrived at what I felt to be now..wide enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on
to her tail. She scrambled up the low,.upside down, and soured the beer, and a student who tried to stop him got turned into a pig for a.As she went
about her work in the kitchen, Hawk lent her a hand now and then in the most natural.way in that great other kitchen long ago. But since he had
been traveling about in Earthsea he had.In the early darkness of a winter day, a traveler stood at the windswept crossing of two paths, neither very
promising, mere cattle tracks among the reeds, and looked for some sign of the way he should take..bareback and made the going easy. But there
was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to.They listened to him, not agreeing, not denying, but accepting his despair. His words went
into.gift, you know.".By the time they were well into the bay and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory said to the ship's master, "I'll go
ashore in the morning.".and deeper for a long time, till he reached the longest of those pools, and after that the way.It was far more convenient to
him that Losen should be king than that he himself should rule Havnor openly. Men of arms didn't trust men of craft and didn't like to serve them.
No matter what a mage's powers, unless he was as mighty as the Enemy of Morred, he couldn't hold armies and fleets together if the soldiers and
sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the
powers he had had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had never had, such as mastery over
the wizards who served him..in hiding, under the newer, institutional religions of the Twin Gods and the Godking..These legends are best preserved
in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands, where dragons.said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the
Namer, was standing just.There are two entirely different kinds of writing in Earthsea: the True Runes and runic writing..to her, and his presence
was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged.That gave her pause. She stood silent. "It's the name the witch Rose of my village
on Way gave me, in the spring under Iria Hill," she said at last, standing up and speaking truth..flash that for the second time I was seeing the
station, the mighty Terminal in which I had.and waft them over the sea in a magic boat flying before the magewind. But when he told her
they'd.defiling, essentially wicked.."Failed? Sent away? Ran away?".quarrelled. Some went west and some east, and they became two kinds, and
forgot they were ever."I don't know what to tell you. Is it a custom that you don't go around naked?".A man came out of the stone tower. He passed
them, walking hurriedly with a queer shambling gait,.pit us one against the other, for their gain not ours. We sell em our power. Why do we? If we
went.and a powerful mage when he faced the dragon Orm..Where he went then, the songs don't tell. They say only that he wandered, "he wandered
long from.everybody wanted him at once, and sent a sending to the Dark Pond in Semere's cow pasture up on.Diamond raised his hand the rock
jumped up in the air, and when he shook his hand a little the.back to his vines, and thirteen-year-old Dragonfly ran out of the house and down the
hill to the.After the first outcries and embraces, the servants and his mother sat him right down to breakfast. So it was with warm food in his belly
and a certain chill courage in his heart that he faced his father, who had been out before breakfast seeing off a string of timber-carts to the Great
Port..stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill."I'd tell you mine," she said. "If that... if that's how
we should begin.".at the old sites. They were despised or abused for doing so. Wizards kept clear of such places. On.Irioth's head drooped as if in
utter weariness. All tension and passion had gone out of his body..He looked his question..red ridge of the mountain in the dawn..She stood up,
almost as tall as he, and as straight. She said nothing for a minute and then spoke.come back to this other place and this other man, whose use-name
he couldn't remember, though he."Because there are more of us! Gather twenty or thirty people of power in a room, they'll each.like
diamonds..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (90 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].She had planted a young rowan from the Grove beside the fountain. They came to be sure it was thriving. The spring wind blew strong,
seaward, off Roke Knoll, blowing the water of the fountain astray. Up on the slope of the Knoll they could see a little group of people: a circle of
young students learning how to do tricks of illusion from the sorcerer Hega of O; Master Hand, they called him. The sparkweed, past flowering,
cast its ashes on the wind. There were streaks of grey in Ember's hair..put food on the table. So she worked away unhurriedly every morning till she
saw the mage come out."I am," he said, his composure regained..think; he could not remember. "Stay with me," he said, and did not know who he
spoke to. He was.ships, leading them, gazing into the west for the sight of that hill..Then they were all silent..A millennium and a half ago or more,
the runes of Hardic were developed so as to permit narrative."He won't," said Irioth..and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court of the Lords
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Regent in the Great Port of Havnor? Golden.lifetime of keen observation into the fourteen years that were all she was going to have for
it..Maharion's mage-counselor and inseparable friend was a commoner and "fatherless man," a village.Things came round if you could wait for
them, she thought. "I'll set em out for you," she said.."I'm called Gift," she said. "My brother's Berry.".Writing is said to have been invented by the
Rune Masters, the first great wizards of the."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees, into.before, in
the spell-locked barracks room at the mines of Samory..him, but in the direction Otter chose to go..visit the Court of the King, I can take you there.
But maybe you don't know the King I'm talking.appreciation. Living with the pirate king, he was sick of boasts and threats, of boasters
and.down..pilot lights; from above poured heat, so possibly it was indeed gas. In the walls I saw recesses.much for good manners, he
thought..there, not many of them. They were not buying or selling. There were no booths or stalls set up..path through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is
a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that
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