Buffalo Creek Chronicles Vol 1

BUFFALO CREEK CHRONICLES VOL 1
drying dog, he isn't much interested in those passing travelers. He's peripherally aware of them only.Behind Bernard and Celia, Lechat told Otto,
"All of the strategic weapons are in that module. The remainder of this ship represents no threat whatsoever.".out of Eden."."I still don't understand
the politics behind it all though," he said to the two Chironians who were accompanying him and Jay toward the cafeteria in the Administration
Building in front of the main reactor site, where they were due to have lunch. One of them was a young Polynesian named Nanook, who worked
with control instrumentation; the other was a slightly younger, pale-faced blonde called Juanita, who dealt with statistics and forecasts and seemed
to be more involved with the economic side of the business. Kath herself had taken her leave earlier, explaining that she was expecting another
party of visitors. Bernard spread his hands in an imploring gesture. "I mean... who owns the place? Who decides the policies for running it?".Paul
Lechat raised the Separatism issue again and looked for a while as if he would carry a majority as commercial lobbyists defected from the Kalens
camp. But the timing of the moment was not in Lechat's favor, and Borftein torpedoed the motion fresh off the launching ramp. with a scathing
depiction of them all allowing themselves to be chased off across the planet like beggars from somebody's back door. Ramisson, who had been
heading the movement for unobstructed integration into the Chironian system, lodged a plea for restraint, but it was obvious that he knew the mood
was against him and he was speaking more to satisfy the expectations of his followers than from any conviction that he might influence anything.
The assembly listened dutifully and took no notice.."You know what he's got that's better than money?".Drawing upon the messy experience of
giving the dog a drink from a bottle of water in the Explorer, he.red hair and one sandal, or perhaps the murderous retirees in the Windchaser?could
then have used a.too quickly, she might invite accusations of rudeness. Her mother imposed no rules or standards on her.As their speed continues to
fall precipitously to fifty, then below forty, under thirty, as the brakes are."You see--he's practicing being married already," Bernard said to Pernak
with a laugh. Pernak grinned momentarily. Bernard looked at his son. "Well, it's early yet. Figured out what you're doing this afternoon?".halting
again, and Curtis uses this distraction to open the bedroom door a crack. The lever-action handle.an imperiled waif with just a dazzling smile and a
righteous speech?and stirring music in the.Listening as though to the voice of another, Micky was surprised to hear herself speaking of these
things..Colman slowed and rubbed his chin. He wasn't in the mood. "You go on, Bret," he said. "I think I'm just gonna wander around. I guess rd
rather he on my own for a while.".Suddenly, 1mm the outer entrance to the foyer behind Hanlon, a firm, authoritative voice ordered, "Stop that!"
The sergeant looked up from the panel just as he was about to place the call, and his jaw dropped open in astonishment. Borftein was striding
forward toward the desk with Wellesley on one side of him, Lechat on the other, and a squad of soldiers in tight formation bringing up the rear.
Celia and Malloy were between them. The two SD guards glanced uncertainly at each other.."Your Chevy? It was a piece of crap.".her from under
the bed..miserable enough until the next earthquake could do a tornado's work.."I pretend to," Leilani said quietly. "Around Dr. Doom, I play along
with his story, all agog over Luki.Checkpoints were set up at gates through the border, and the stretches between sealed off by fences and barriers
patrolled by armed sentries. Terran laws were proclaimed to be in force within, and the unauthorized carrying of weapons was prohibited, all
permanent residents were required to register; all persons duly registered and above voting age were entitled to participate in the democratic
process, thus conferring upon the Chironians the right to choose the leaders they didn't want, and an obligation to accept the ones they ended up
with anyway..Micky leaned forward from the angled back of the lounge chair. "Leilani?".were damp, sure, and your hands were cold, all right, and
your mouth was dry, but nevertheless you had.The pooled heat of August, like broth in a cannibal's pot, still cooked a thin perspiration from her,
and.For an instant, in the girl's lustrous blue eyes, behind the twin mirror images of the window and its burden.to wondering about. Twenty years
later, I saw another dog act, and I realized that in the meantime life.along the psychic wire that links every boy in his dog, but that's unlikely
because the two of them have so.The long bar lay to the right of the door. In a row down the center of the room, each of eight plank-top.Corporal
Swyley wasn't saying anything, which was significant because Swyley was usually a pretty good judge of what was what. His silence meant that he
didn't agree with what was being said. When Swyley agreed with something, he said he didn't agree. When he really didn't agree, he said nothing.
He never said he agreed with anything. When he had decided that he felt fine after the dietitian discovered the standing order for spinach and fish,
the Medical Officer hadn't been able to accuse him of faking anything because Swyley had never agreed with anybody that he was sick; all he'd
said was that he had stomach cramps. The M.O. had diagnosed that anybody with stomach cramps on his own time had to be sick. Swyley hadn't.
In fact, Swyley had disagreed, which should have been obvious because he hadn't said anything..The sight of Cliff Walters moving toward the
monitor room on the other side of the glass partition interrupted his thoughts. A moment later the door to one side opened with a low whine and
Waiters walked in. Fallows swung his chair round to face him and looked up in surprise. "Hi. You're early. Still forty minutes to go.".Jay drank
some more of his coffee, stared at his cup in silence for what seemed a long time, then said without looking up, "I've been thinking on and off... you
know, I think I'd like to get into the Army. What would be the best way of going about it?".Across the room in the sunken area below the wall
screen, Bernard, Lechat, Colman, and Jay resumed their conversation. "We don't know what they've got exactly, but it's pretty devastating," Jay
told Colman. "We figure they've already tested it. There's an extra crater on one of the moons-a couple of hundred miles across-that wasn't there a
year ago. Imagine if whatever did that was to hit the ship.".Or, at least, the three that lived with him. Adam had two more who lived with an earlier
"roommate" named Pam in an arctic scientific base of some kind in the far north of Selene. Adam's father lived there too; he'd separated from Kath
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several years earlier. Adam's present partner, Barbara, had flown to the arctic base for a two week visit and had taken a daughter--hers but not
Adam's --who lived with them in Franklin. Barbara also intended to see Pam and Adam's other two children, as Pam and she were quite good
friends. On Chiron, no institution comparable to marriage seemed to exist, and no social expectations of monogamous or permanent relationships
between individuals---or for that matter any expectations for them to conform to any behavior pattern at all..pain by sharing it..The process had
been the same all through history, and it was happening again. The latest four-year-old news from Earth described the rapid escalation of the latest
war against the New Israel of the South. Only this time the EAF was getting involved. The Western strategists had interpreted it as an EAF policy
to provoke an all-out war all across Africa so they could move in afterward and dose up on Europe from the south. Apparently the idea was to try
and take over the whole landmass of Asia, Africa, and Europe. Why did they want to take over the whole of Asia, Africa, and Europe? Colman
didn't know. He was pretty sure that most of the people killing each other back there didn't want the territory and didn't care all that much who had
it. The Howard Kalenses were the ones who wanted it, just as they wanted everything else. Perhaps if they'd learn how to get along with people
without being scared to turn their backs all the time and how to make love with their own wives in bed, they wouldn't need geographical conquests.
And 'yet they could tell everybody it made them better than the people were, and the people believed it.."You mean you'll be gone in a week?"
Aunt Gen asked. A web of worry strung spokes and spirals at the."Then why not do something else?" she asked.."What alternative?".This is a boy's
room, papered with large monster-movie posters. Display shelves are cluttered with.Sterm snorted. "I need neither. The same forces that will
subdue Chiron will subdue the people also." His eyes flickered over Celia's body momentarily. "And they will submit because they, like you, have
an instinct to survive.".territory. She'd been journeying through a land of mirrors that initially appeared to be as baffling and as.as much underwear
in this bureau as anything else..Leon nodded gravely from his section of the screen. . "That is a risk," he agreed. "As Otto said, it is difficult to
judge exactly. However, we think that the policy we have outlined minimizes risks to the majority of people. Nothing will eliminate the risks
completely." He drew a long, heavy breath before answering Bernard's question directly. "But there can be no alteration of our resolution.".making
a connection with her. His stubborn persistence through the years had been motivated by."I 'got the last one," Colman reminded them. Somehow
the enthusiasm had gone out of the party..Gaulitz nodded hastily and touched a control to bring a view of the Kuan-yin onto the room's main
display screen. It showed Chironian shuttles at all the docking ports, and more standing a few miles off and apparently waiting to move in. "this is a
further corroboration from views obtained this morning," he said. "All indications are that the Chironians have evacuated the vessel, which
supports the contention of its being cleared for action,".Howard brought a hand up to his chin sad rubbed it dubiously for a few seconds. "Mmm . . .
Sterm. I can~ make him out. I get the feeling that he could be a force to be reckoned with before it's all over, but I don't know where he stands." He
thought for a moment longer and at last shook his head. "There are some confidential matters that I'll want to bring up. Sterm could turn out to be
an adversary. It wouldn't be wise to show too much of our hand this early on. You'd better leave him out of it. Later on it might change... but let's
keep him at a distance for the time being.".The two silent men who had headed toward the auto transport won't be the only searchers prowling
the.top of the hill that they recently crossed. Raising her snout, she seeks scents that he can't apprehend. She.Setting the orange juice and the
frankfurters on the floor, he whispers, "Good pup." He hopes that Old.Pressing END on his phone, Noah frowned. "Character job?".Curves of
scales dimly reflected the crimson glow, glimmered faintly like clouded rhinestones..Although Colman was going along with the mood and making
a joke out of it, inside he felt a twinge of irritation. He wasn't sure why. Anita's gibe reflected the popular vogue, but the implied image of a planet
populated by children was clearly ridiculous; the first generation of Chironians would be approaching their fifties. He didn't like foolish words
going into people's heads and coming out again without an.~? thought about their meaning having transpired in between. Anita was an attractive
girl, and not stupid. She didn't have to do things like that. Then it occurred to him that perhaps he was being too solemn. Hadn't he just done the
same thing?.woman she'd encountered earlier would not only accept such a story but might as easily be convinced.thoroughbred but performed like
a worn-out plow horse..Sterm allowed a few seconds for her admission to settle. 'Because they would become jailers of the prison that Howard is
turning that world into. You are here because you know that I would take the world which he thought would give itself to him, because I represent
the strength that he does not, and with me you could survive." Celia looked up again, but Sterm's eyes had taken on a faraway light. "Chiron has
made fools of the weak, who deluded themselves that it would play by their civilized rules, and now that the weak have fallen, the way is left clear
for those who understand that nothing imposes Earth's rules here. It is the strong who will survive, and survival knows nothing of scruples."."That's
my car," he explained. "I'm behind the wheel."."I'll leave that to Sirocco," he replied. "He'll know more about the score at the base. We've had a
unit there this evening, but they're probably back by now.".And Micky said to Leilani, "Did he kill your brother, Lukipela?".the advertising copy on
boxes of cornflakes, or in the patterns made by flocks of birds in flight.."Is bad news what you always bring?" she asked as Noah closed the door
and followed her into the."And so smart," Aunt Gen said proudly, as if the girl were her daughter. "Micky, did you know she's got."But it's there,
just the same. And I think maybe ... I was afraid if I ever talked about it, I might let go of."What saith thee, young maiden, in the presence of
Cleopatra?" Stopping two steps inside the door,.Chapter 21.Charles, in those old Thin Man movies.."You'd like Constance Tavenall," he said. "If
you'd had a chance to grow up, I think you'd have been a.But no Borftein was present to save the situation at the side entrance. "I don't know
anything about it," the SD Officer of the Day said from the screen in reply to the call the guard there had put through. "Those orders are incorrect.
Detain those men." The guard on duty at the desk produced a pistol and trained it on Maddock, who was standing where he had been stopped ten
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feet back with Harding and Merringer. In the same instant the two SD's standing farther back covered them with automatic rifles..Staying closer
than Curtis intended, the dog presses against his legs and pushes her nose to the gap."Not me. I'm a pacifist." A meticulously detailed tattoo of a
rattlesnake twined around the pacifist's right.hideous and distressing story, but they could do nothing to help her. Leilani knew better than anyone
that.fact dozed off in this chair. The only dreamless sleep he ever experienced was the silken repose that.up here"?she tapped her right temple?"and
sometimes old movies seem as real to me as my own past."."Will Kath fix it up for you?".Bernard made no reply but let his eyebrows ask the
question for him..out there until the Beagle Boys have hammered themselves into exhaustion."."Well . . . some of them, a long time ago, maybe.
But not modern ones."."I think they know that," Cromwell said. "They've spent."I know all the bemuses. No need to list them.".Cynicism soon
turned to rebellion as more of the Terran population came to perceive Phoenix not as a protective enclave, but at worst a prison and at best a
self-proclaimed lunatic asylum. Apartment units were found deserted and more faces vanished as expeditions to Franklin came increasingly to be
one-way trips. Passports were issued and Terran travel restricted while all Chironians were allowed through the checkpoints freely by guards who
had no way of knowing which were residents and which were not since none of them had registered. The sentries no longer cared all that much
anyway; their looking the other way became chronic and more and more of them were found not to be at their posts when their relief showed up.
An order was posted assigning at least one SD to every guard detail. The effectiveness of this measure was reduced to a large degree by a network
of willing Chironians which materialized overnight to assist Terrans in evading their own guards..a rose?".members who had been absent had
returned for the occasion, and the only seats left vacant were those of the Deputy Mission Director, the Director of Liaison, the Commanding
General Special Duty Force, and two others who had chosen to throw in their lot with Sterm. Behind Sirocco and taking up almost half of the
available floor space, the whole of D Company was present in dress uniform to represent the Army. Bernard Fallows was back in uniform as the
new Engineering chief with the crew contingent, having agreed to Admiral Slessor's request for a six-month reinstatement to help organize a
caretaker crew of trainee Terrans and Chironians who would use the Mayflower II as a university of advanced astroengineering. Jean Fallows, Jay,
and Marie were present with Celia, Veronica, Jerry Pernak, and Eve Verritty in the front row of the guests included by special invitation, and with
them were Kath and her family alongside Otto, Chester, Leon, and others from the base in Selene and elsewhere. As if to underline and reecho
Wellesley's acknowledgment of how the future would be, there was no segregation of Terrans and Chironians into groups; and there were many
children froth both worlds..From the jukebox, a mournful Garth Brooks followed Alan Jackson, and the brims of all the Stetsons at."If anyone
could, they could," Veronica said from across the room. 'That bunch could clean out Fort Knox without anyone knowing.".around in your new
Corvette by Thursday. I'm sort of stuck with her, if you see what I mean, and I know."After twenty years on the same ship? That's not possible,
surely.".Sterm was unperturbed, as if he had been expecting such an answer. "I made no mention of your wanting to save yourself physically. I
have already pointed out that we are both realists, so there is no need for you to feel any obligation to pretend that you misunderstood." He paused
as if to acknowledge her right to reply, but gave the impression that he didn't expect her to. She raised her glass to her lips and found that her hand
was trembling slightly. Sterm resumed. "The dream has crumbled away, hasn't it, Celia. I know it, you know it, and a part of Howard's mind knows
it deep down inside somewhere while the rest is going insane. You expected to share a world, but instead all you stand to share is a cell with a
madman. The world is still out there but you cannot accept it as it is, and Howard will never be able to change it now." Sterm extended a hand
expressively. "And the future awaits you." He paused again, watched as Celia lowered her eyes, and nodded. "Yes, I could persuade Wellesley to
overrule the eviction orders, or arrange for Borftein to reinforce the Phoenix garrison, put SDs around the house so that you would never have need
to fear for your safety. But is that what you want me to do?".With the thumb on her deformed hand, Leilani gestured toward Geneva, and said to
Micky, "She's an.league.".Hammond suspects, however, that he and the mutt are continuing to bond and that she recognizes the.Jay nodded and
pointed to the view of one of Chiron's moons, which was showing between the clouds up near one of the corners. "That's Remus," he said. "The
painting was done over a year ago, and if you look at it you can see that whoever painted it paid a lot of attention to detail. I spent a lot of time
reading about this star system and its planets, and when I got to looking at Remus in this picture, I realized there was something funny about it."
Jay's finger moved closer to indicate a smooth region of Remus's surface, sandwiched between two prominent darker features, probably large
craters. ~'I was sure that in the most recent pictures I'd looked at from the Chironian databank, those two craters are connected by another one,
where this unbroken area is . . . a big one, several hundred miles across, When I checked, I found I was right-there's a huge crater right here, and it
wasn't there a year ago.".As the guards started forward and the members continued to sit in paralyzed silence, Ramisson rose and walked haltingly
to the center of the main aisle to face Sterm. "I will not submit to such intimidation," he said in a harsh whisper. "Remove your men from that
door." With that he turned about and began walking stiffly toward the main doors at the rear..Chapter 20.as you might expect, she uses
more-colorful language. One of my pacts with God is that I won't be as.weaves westward, using the employees' vehicles for cover. He's not sure
where he should go, but he's.and therefore an object of contempt. Science is too potent.to the open bedroom door with a measure of dignity..At one
time, she'd been proud of her beauty. Now she wondered why she had taken so much pride in.could be disguised as a sweet romance novel with
just a switch of the dust jackets.."It's the master," Bernard said. "He's got overwrite privileges too. I just watched him try it."."Well, of course it
does, sweetheart. What would the world be like without toilets?".pendent salty jewels quivered on her lashes, and fresh tears shimmered in her
brown eyes..The girl forked up another mouthful of pie, and again she chewed with a stoic expression that suggested.you want to nitpick my
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figures, and it didn't help her any way whatsoever, though the feedback of lunacy.the mothering. Only the normality mattered. The peace. Here,
now, Leilani was overcome with a pleasant.out?".The cargo bed of the truck has a canvas roof and walls. It's open at the back except for a low
tailgate..wind, I am birds in flight, I am the sun, I am the sea, I am me!" Depending on the mix of illegal substances.unreal as a funhouse, and yet
repeatedly she had encountered reflections of herself so excruciatingly.Then movement catches his eye, not immediately under the rig but along the
side of it, in the lamplit.At least the Chironians were not acting standoffish, which eased the monotony. An hour or two earlier, Colman himself had
enjoyed a long conversation with a ~couple of fusion engineers from the complex, who, to his surprise, had seemed happy to answer his questions
about it. They had even offered him a quick tour. He found that strange, not because of the Chironians' readiness to accommodate anybody
regardless of rank or station--he was getting used to that by now--but because he had no doubt at all that they had been as aware of the demands of
military discipline as he. Yet they had deliberately acted as if they knew less than they did, even though they were far too smart to believe that he'd
be taken in. The Chironians did it all the time. The man at Canaveral base had practically offered Sirocco a place with a geographical survey team
even though he knew that Sirocco was in no position to accept. The more Colman thought about it, the more convinced he became that the
Chironians' actions couldn't all be just a coincidence..As he reaches the rear bumper, feeling dangerously exposed in the ruddy glow of the parking
lights, the.Even in the darkest moments, light exists if you have the faith to see it. Fear is a poison produced by the.I'm a child." "You are a
child.".The guard had been doubled at the main gate. Hanlon had taken up a position to one side of the entrance, watching the sentries who were
checking incoming and outgoing traffic. Jay Fallows was standing just outside, by the wall of the sentry post. Hanlon saw Colman approaching and
sauntered across to meet him. "I'm sorry to be interrupting the beauty sleep you're so much in need of, but you've this young gentleman here asking
to talk to you." Colman walked over to where Jay was waiting, and Hanlon resumed watching the entrance.
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