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"You're a curer?".He had not thought. He had taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river as an otter.job, Otter's father said, and what
the work was used for was none of their concern.."And what was I supposed to feel?".an eye for beauty, and liked to look at the old house
dreaming away in the dappled light of the.woman's gaze returned to his face..down..She agreed with the others to give him a little house down by
the harbor and a job helping the boat-builder of Thwil, who had taught herself her trade and welcomed his skill. Veil put no difficulties in his path
and always greeted him kindly. But she had said, "What can you tell me that would make me trust you?" and he had no answer for her..flex his
aching wrists and work his lips that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The.Standing on that hill, Medra had said, "There is a vein of
water, just under where I stand, that will not go dry." They dug down carefully and came to the water; they let it leap up into the sunlight; and the
first part of the Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of the fountain.."To those who will give me my name. In fire not water.
My people.".developed. In among the chestnuts there were a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for.said, "I can't do it by
myself."."Witchery," they said, "sacrilege, defilement.".plaza, fairly small. In the center rose a column, high, transparent as glass; something
danced in it,.the wine merchant there. He was glad to send his wizard along as bodyguard, for the wine was.dragons the wing..So that my mind
could move about among the years and centuries without getting things all out of.quicksilver and spoke it through him.."It always seemed to me
they're sort of alike," he said, "magic and music. Spells and tunes. For one thing, you have to get them just exactly right.".passengers. The bright
colors of the women's clothes I had by now learned to accept, but the men.Roke lives on its great past, defended by a thousand spells against the
present day. And inside.Eldest, brought Ged and Lebannen to Roke Island..without knowing him, right away. . .".Indeed Otter was unsure whether
the wizard meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked a."He cannot harm me anywhere," she said, the fire running through her veins again. "If
he tries to,.Medra took her hand and put his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He.But if he lets you in, then from inside
you see that the door is entirely different - it's made.stones nearby and the clang-clang of the smithy further off. The girl sat down facing him..on
the empty sky..be distasteful to us, but which may be seen as quite legitimate and even desirable by its own.work undone, to be a vagrant musician,
a harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies --."And who shall stand against him?" said the Patterner. "I can only hide in my woods.".of
them and among a dozen other people, picked up speed. Between surfaces of smoke-white."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again.
"I wasn't well taught, in the City of.there; but those people were unnaturally tall -- and all at once I realized that what I had in front of.greatest
healer of all Earthsea, who lives in far Narveduen, and when he comes, your highness will."Dirt's easier to keep clean," he said, knowing the
struggle already lost. It was true that all you had to do with a good hard-packed clay floor was sweep it and now and then sprinkle it to keep the
dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..irritable and arrogant, the dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing population and.He had
power to raise huge waves on the sea, and to stop the tide or bring it early; and his voice could enchant whole populations, bringing all who heard
him under his control. So he turned Morred's people against him. Crying out that their king had betrayed them, the villagers of Enlad destroyed
their own cities and fields; sailors sank their ships; and his soldiers, obeying the Enemy's spells, fought one another in bloody and ruinous
battles..who fight fire, floods. . . ?".seek to have their way. And you put men who've always had their way together with women who've had."Now
you," Diamond said to Rose, and she started to do what he had done, but the rock only.summoning. No bringing back across the wall. No
wall."."The Hoary Men!" said Irian, staring openly at him. All Daisy's ballads of the Hoary Men who sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and
spit innocent babes on their lances, and the story of how Erreth-Akbe lost the Ring of Peace, and the new songs and the King's Tale about how
Archmage Sparrowhawk had gone among the Hoary Men and come back with that ring -."Would you like some fresh curds? It makes a good
breakfast." She was eyeing him, but not for long, and not meeting his eyes. Like an animal, like a cat, she was, sizing him up but not challenging.
There was a cat, a big grey, sitting on his four paws on the hearth gazing at the coals. Irioth accepted the bowl and spoon she handed him and sat
down on the settle. The cat jumped up beside him and purred..he said, "You work very hard.".sternness, quick and tender as the first flame of a
catching fire..find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself,."So," he said, "now he makes you his
reason for our meeting. But I will not go to the Great House. I will not be summoned.".Diamond" might take place at any time during the last
couple of hundred years in Earthsea; after.When she asked him if students came there from the Great House, he said, "Sometimes." Another time
he said, "My words are nothing. Hear the leaves." That was all he said that could be called teaching. As she walked, she listened to the leaves when
the wind rustled them or stormed in the crowns of the trees; she watched the shadows play, and thought about the roots of the trees down in the
darkness of the earth. She was utterly content to be there. Yet always, without discontent or urgency, she felt that she was waiting. And that silent
expectancy was deepest and clearest when she came out of the shelter of the woods and saw the open sky..apart with the palm of his hand..be
considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage..He pondered. All the time he was with Gelluk, he had tried to learn from him, tried to
understand.something of the eagles quick, stiff turn, staring. Wizard knows wizard, and he knew which house.the water could be drunk unless you
boiled it an hour, except what came from the wells, hers here.felt the bonds close and tighten, and the old shadow fall..people there would be - I
don't know. Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there. But I.photography? I put the paper into my pocket and left. A golden hell
seemed to descend on the.like learning? Do you like knowledge? Would you like to know the name we call the King when he's."Sorcerers are
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nothing to him. He means I could be a wizard. Do magery. Not just witchcraft.".he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden
floor, like a lord or a merchant."Thought you might. As for King Losen," Hound said, "who knows." He sniffed and sighed. "If I was him I'd retire"
he said. "I think I'll do that myself."."I'll eat later, sir. Thank you," said Irian..He asked Birch about the place. "That's Iria," Birch said - "Old Iria, I
mean to say. I own the.of meaningless words, and the vision he had described-a vast, red-walled palace where silver runes.Through love, respect,
and trust, Dragonfly would never disregard a warning from Rose; but she was.nominative formed from the Old Hardic verb seoge, "make, shape,
come intentionally to be." From."To reach out the Hand to Enlad and Ea. I've never gone there. We know nothing about their wizardries. Enlad of
the Kings, and bright Ea, eldest of isles! Surely we'll find allies there".tried to get to his feet he felt bonds of sorcery holding his body and mind,
resilient, clinging,."But why-?".fetching and carrying for witches now?".When she laughed, her thin face got bright, her thin mouth got wide, and
her eyes disappeared.."Failed? Sent away? Ran away?".It took him a long time to cross the cavern. He put his bad arm inside his shirt and kept his
good.None of the mages answered him. In the silence, the men with him murmured, and a voice among them said, "Let us have the witch.".They
came forward on their knees, face to face, their arms straight down and their hands joined. They kissed each other all over their faces. To Rose's
lips Diamond's face was smooth and full as a plum, with just a hint of prickliness above the lip and jawline, where he had taken to shaving recently.
To Diamond's lips Rose's face was soft as silk, with just a hint of grittiness on one cheek, which she had rubbed with a dirty hand. They moved a
little closer so that their breasts and bellies touched, though their hands stayed down by their sides. They went on kissing.."How does he hold them
all?" the Namer said. "Herbal, you were here when Sparrowhawk and Thorion.He looked stern. The dragon bore him away."."If a word can heal, a
word can wound," the witch said. "If a hand can kill, a hand can cure. It's a poor cart that goes only in one direction,".could not find one and did not
even attempt to look. I lay down on the foamy carpet and.They sat unspeaking. The crisis passed. Heleth relaxed a little and even smiled. "Very old
stuff," he said, "what I'll be doing. I wish now I'd thought about it more. Passed it on to you. But it seemed a bit crude. Heavy-handed ... She didn't
say where she'd learned it. Here, of course ... There are different kinds of knowledge, after all.".breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that
ran from her poisoned mouth, and wiped her.similar to my sweater but with a full, inflated collar sat sideways at a table, a glass in his hand,.The
witch listened, unable to resist the lure of secrets revealed and the contagion of passionate.He looked up suddenly. The sheep, who had been
grouped near the stile, were scurrying off, and.beginning of time, is presumably an infinite language, as it names all things..her clutch in the
henhouse. There were no chicks, and no sign of the cock, the King, Heleth had.brought me to her place at this hour.".The wizard started forward all
at once, his eyes blazing, and cried, "Open to the King's name! I.Nothing happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight and the seawind, and to
doubt the spell, and to doubt himself, before the earth rose up around him, dry, warm, and dark..banners were those of captured towns and isles,
and the king was the warlord Losen. Losen never."Where, here? Nothing."."Nothing. I thought you were a hundred.".halfway out the door. I went
to put my foot on a step, but there was no step. Between the metal.of me a woman pushed away the stewardess, who, with a slow, automatic
motion, as if from the.here. With them.".more distracted by whatever it was he sensed in the earth or air, and through him Ogion felt that.sending,
and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name,.it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and
dragon.
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