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? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in

quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took

up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and

said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when

his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned

him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves

with him and on this wise a number of years passed..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the

sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart;

reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of

Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said

to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her

[for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And

he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy

boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a

wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and

acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head,

weeping..I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they

were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and

waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined

that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High

hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those

eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth

I have known thee from childhood.".At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the

story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.Presently,

in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the

turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he

was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger.

Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this

and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse.

So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from

here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house,

whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered

she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was

between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her

father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her

account.".Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.The Fourteenth Night of the Month..Ye chide at one who weepeth for

troubles ever new, iii. 30..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe

of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.It is said that the most

extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a

seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it

of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge

[over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that

bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought

up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).? ? ? ? ? My

kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn,

sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..The Khalif laughed

and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth

and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this
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and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of

the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And

he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to

her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i.

9..Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round

about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without

the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque,

wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of

cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and

spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy

ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..Then he called his servant

Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were

resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!"

Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit

Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor

he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the

Most High.".THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in

a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of

her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold

on sleep, that Sees from them away..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and

obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.Thy letter reached me; when the

words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a

king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might

and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors]

from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es

Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the

new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of

arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was

a ravishment to mankind..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? Quoth

I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.When the king heard this story, he renounced

his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..Now there

accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God

quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give

him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to

him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was

with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii.

46..She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the

morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the

money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads

of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which

he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots

and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..There was once a king named

Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the

goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons,

one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's

name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the

goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But

Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why

so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary

and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed
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at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.Quoth

Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the

drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So

they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi,

who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning

him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst

Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day

lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and

taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee;

and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".On this wise they did with her sister

Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed

them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the

company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the

ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all

the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth.

King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his

brother..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick!

Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath

befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king,

except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora,

and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and

children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".? ? ? ? ? El Abbas

from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in

their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he

entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and

wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged

war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his

kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of

the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The

deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to

sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the

new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he

promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take

none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching

God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..? ? ? ? ?

Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..Then he arose and going in to his

daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy

commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the

King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the

occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions

accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben

Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst

the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and

tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the

slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the

hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to

shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the

apartment lighted and the girls singing..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and

bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took

up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to
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earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village

became to them a home..? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..Then

said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And

they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with

understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we

know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not

be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair

was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High,

wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50)

Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..When it was eventide, the

chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the

town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they

looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet

and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she

and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered

his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in

his safety..To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and

a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her

strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.Abdulmelik

ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her

twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth

Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following

verses:.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me;

when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad

and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought

his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew

away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces;

so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When

Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace

and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up

into the air..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my

charms might have sight..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy

dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter

therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh

returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the

unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the

fire of longing flamed in her heart..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide;

Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well.

Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her;

whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken

cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis,

and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in

beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On

this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from

him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet

el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance,

[to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess

sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May

thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long

survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when
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she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I

cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El

Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following

verses:.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and

the next day till the evening..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or

present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and

said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a

wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or

what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that

is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from

thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and

calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and

ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY

CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".Benou Tai, En

Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the

troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere

the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the

king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the

enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and

fared on along the bank of the Tigris..When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was

not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was

reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk

with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he

repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him],

and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..Now this

servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with

King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent

him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and

rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.? ? ? ? ?

Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Lo, since the day I left

you, O my masters, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be

mortified..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God

confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God

requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put

the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads

the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).Quoth the

king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the

thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his

Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His

body with disease infects, of its seductive air..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a

lesson well might trace;.One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of

her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her

of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed

concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot

of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid

himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that

had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his

sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee

and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and

agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which
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had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven

chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth

of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the

Afrit..? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.[When the king heard

his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds

and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he

adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a

doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of

Damietta make..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175)."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their

story." And the youth said, "O king,.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she

shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the

chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my

wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her

due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when

she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..Now, when the draper saw

the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and

what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house.

The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have

fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and

went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life

for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now

have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be

obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers

dlxxxi.?OF THE APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY

NOT BE ADVANCED..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and

sorry plight..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.Woman of the Barmecides,

Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..End of vol. II.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid

me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I

have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of

God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the

youth,.? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest

Lady's Story (237) lxiv.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men

And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell

to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined

after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the

hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met

with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es

Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..At this Queen Es

Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May

God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon

quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her

commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the

kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and

jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So

Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and

herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking

the lute, improvised the following verses:.I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at

Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself,

"By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine

affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful
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cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the

praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be

unto Him who sleepeth not!.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute

and touching it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be

aright by their intent.
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