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"I might have guessed," Colman said, nodding to him-.Although the serpent hadn't been poisonous, the bite looked wicked. The punctures were
small. No."I'd be opposed," said Geneva, brandishing a carrot stick..he murmured while Colman called the ambulance dispatcher on another panel.
"Let's see who steps out from the wings now.".She goes..Continuing to snarl soundlessly at the mirror, the stranger employs a fingernail to pick
between two teeth..hideous tunneling something, all teeth and appetite, will explode out of the forest floor under his feet,."Good pup.".He turned
his head back to look at her. "Yes?"."All of them." Shirley sounded mildly surprised. "What do you mean by 'basically'?"."I don't think it could
work," Pernak said, shaking his head after Lechat had finished. "None of the things everybody else is yelling about up here can work either. They
haven't gotten it into their heads yet that nothing they've had any experience with applies to Chiron. This is a whole new phenomenon with its own
new rules.".DRIVING MACHINE in yellow letters above the bill?not the customer who was at the cash register,."Confused but quiet at the
barracks," Jarvis told him. "A lot of shooting inside the base at Canaveral. Everyone seems to be trying to get his hands on the heavy equipment
there. A shuttle's on fire in one of the launch bays.".members who had been absent had returned for the occasion, and the only seats left vacant
were those of the Deputy Mission Director, the Director of Liaison, the Commanding General Special Duty Force, and two others who had chosen
to throw in their lot with Sterm. Behind Sirocco and taking up almost half of the available floor space, the whole of D Company was present in
dress uniform to represent the Army. Bernard Fallows was back in uniform as the new Engineering chief with the crew contingent, having agreed
to Admiral Slessor's request for a six-month reinstatement to help organize a caretaker crew of trainee Terrans and Chironians who would use the
Mayflower II as a university of advanced astroengineering. Jean Fallows, Jay, and Marie were present with Celia, Veronica, Jerry Pernak, and Eve
Verritty in the front row of the guests included by special invitation, and with them were Kath and her family alongside Otto, Chester, Leon, and
others from the base in Selene and elsewhere. As if to underline and reecho Wellesley's acknowledgment of how the future would be, there was no
segregation of Terrans and Chironians into groups; and there were many children froth both worlds.."Love yourself, love your brothers and sisters,
love nature.".one of the scattered clumps of sagebrush that stipple the landscape. He puts one hand on the back of the.inhuman and supernatural
lurk in basements and in cobweb-festooned attics. In graveyards at night. In.Colman tried to ignore them as he re-formed the squad while Sirocco
consulted his papers to identify the next house on the list. The Chironians understood that taking it out on the soldiers wouldn't help their cause. A
soldier who might have been an ally became an enemy when he saw his friends being carried bruised and bleeding away from a mob. Everything
the Chironians did was designed to subtract from their enemies instead of add to them, and to whittle their opposition down to the hard core that lay
at the center, which was all they had any quarrel with. He could see it; Sirocco could see it, and the men could see it. Why couldn't more of the
Terrans see it too?.Admiral Mark Slessor, who commanded the Mayflower II's crew, looked dubious. I'm not so sure it's that simple." He rubbed
his powerful, blue-shadowed chin. "We could be walking into anything. They've got fusion plants, orbital shuttles, intercontinental jets, and
planet-wide communications. How do we know they haven't been working on defense? They've got the know-how and the means. I can see John's
point, but his approach is too risky.".Raising his face out of its concave image, snorting sand out of his nostrils, blowing a silicate frosting
off.Farther along the corridor, toward the front of the care home, Richard Velnod's door was open..At that moment a waiter began clearing the
dishes in' readiness for the next course. "Have you heard the news from the surface?" he inquired as he stacked the plates and brushed a few
breadcrumbs into a napkin with his hand..BANSHEES, SHRIKES TEARING at their impaled prey, coyote packs in the heat of the hunt,.He's
rapidly losing confidence. Lacking adequate self-assurance, no fugitive can maintain a credible."What saith thee, young maiden, in the presence of
Cleopatra?" Stopping two steps inside the door,.North of the highway, near the roadblock, the large, armored, and perhaps armed helicopter stands
in.some demented children's book?The Little Snake that Could?then she was screwed.."Oh, there was something I meant to show you," Sirocco
said, shifting his feet from the desk and turning toward the companel. "It come in earlier this evening. Want a laugh?".desperate with fear and fierce
with anger. She surprised herself when she choked out a strangled cry,."Think of it like the phase-changes that describe transitions between solids,
liquids, and gases," Pernak said. "The gas laws are only valid over a certain limited range. If you try to extrapolate them too far, you get crazy
results, such as the volume reducing to zero or something like that. In reality it doesn't happen because the gas turns into a liquid before you get
there, and a qualitatively different kind of behavior sets in with its own, new rules."."She ought to've been paid to take it. Anyway, they put old
Sinsemilla in an institution once and shot like.while. They'll be studying the roadblock with acute interest, planning strategy in the event of a
vehicle."Tell the men to stand down," he said quietly to Jarvis. "Deprime the intruder systems and revert the lock to condition green. Move
everybody forward to the outer lock and deploy to secure against attack from the Battle Module. Chaurez, get those men down there inside. We're
going to need all the help we can get." With that he turned and strode out of the observation room to descend to the lock below.."I try," Geneva
said, "but my mind spins around it till I feel like something inside my head's going to fly.A thumb-turn lock frees the window. Gingerly, the
intruder raises the lower sash. He slips out of the.confidently as in the most remote and well-disguised bolt-hole. Neither geography nor distance is
the key.locales is entirely coincidental.."Scribe", Wellesley said in a still angry voice to the computer recording the proceedings. "Delete the
statement about an offensive response and everything following it.".the scales. In a reek of scorched rubber, with one last attenuated grunt of
protesting gears, it shudders to.zagging, legs reaching for the land ahead, sneakered feet landing with assurance on terrain that had.The mention of
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antimatter reminded Colman of something. He sat back on the sofa and cast his mind back as he tried to pinpoint what. It reminded him of
something Kath had said. The others stopped talking and looked at him curiously. And then it came to him. He cocked his head to one side and
looked at Bernard. "Did you know that Chironians were modifying the Kuan-yin into an antimatter ship?" he asked.."Starting to feel a little better?"
Jean asked as she refilled Celia's cup. Celia nodded. "Are you sure you wouldn't like to lie down somewhere and rest for half an hour before you
leave? It might do you a lot of good." Celia shook her head. Jean nodded resignedly and replaced the pot on the warmer before sifting down again
between Celia and Marie..drinking pina coladas on a palm-shaded terrace in Heaven, what will they be serving in Hell?".In the Mayflower II's
Communications Center, Borftein, Wellesley, and the others who had been coordinating activities all over the ship and down on the surface
watched and listened tensely as pandemonium poured from the screens around them, Spacesuited figures were cartwheeling away from the
mangled remains of one feeder ramp, and the exposed interiors of the cupolas at the ends of the others; all showed battle damage and one of them
was partly blown away. They were disgorging weapons, debris, and equipment in all directions while soldiers in suits hung everywhere in helpless
tangles of safety lines. "Launch every personnel carrier, service pod, ferry, and anything else that's ready to go," Borftein snapped to one of his
staff. "Get them from Vandenberg or anywhere else you have to. I want every one of those men picked up. Peterson, tell Admiral Slessor to have
every available shuttle brought up to flight readiness in case we have to evacuate the ship. And find out how many more we can get up here from
Canaveral.".CHAPTER EIGHT.hope of escape lies ahead..CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX."I never said it had to make sense." Sirocco brought his
elbows up level with his shoulders, stretched. for a few seconds, and sighed. After a short silence he cocked a curious eye in Colman's direction.
"So... what's the latest with that cutie from Brigade?".that one. Probably because she wants to. Anyway, I hid two snapshots of Luki, but they found
them..Feet thump up the entry stairs, and the floorboards creak under new weight. Lamps come on in the.pyrotechnics..two words carried a heavier
load than any of the freight trains that Micky had imagined escaping on.Colman groaned. The target could only be the Kuan- y-~ yin. If the strike
succeeded it would leave Sterm in command of the only strategic weapons left on the planet, and in a position to dictate any terms he chose; if he
failed, then Sterm and his last few would take the whole of the Mayflower II with them when the Kuan-yin rose above Chiron's rim to retaliate.
Outside the lock, the first carrier loaded with troops in zero-pressure combat suits moved away and disappeared into the tunnel that Brad and his
party had appeared from,.more tightly focus the beam, he enters..In their initial meeting, she acknowledged that she would have preferred a large
detective agency or a.anymore, and he kept talking until he was wrung dry of words..As he reaches the rear bumper, feeling dangerously exposed in
the ruddy glow of the parking lights, the.of the time, or at least when medicated, which was in fact most of the time. Of course, you had to.Yet if he
doesn't seek help here, he'll have to visit the next farmhouse, or the one after the next. He is."How's it coming along?" Pernak asked.."But that
doesn't mean we have to take chances," Anita pointed out.."Yep.' "Yours'~ '`Nope.".Curtis doesn't want a refuge. He wants to find an escape hatch.
And quickly..Inside, the technicians and other staff were still recovering from being invaded by armed troops and the even greater shock of seeing
Wellesley, Celia Kalens, and Paul Lechat with them. They stood uncertainly among the gleaming equipment cubicles and consoles while the
soldiers swiftly took up positions to cover the interior. Then Wellesley moved to the middle of the control-room floor and looked around. "Who is
in charge here?" he demanded. His voice was firmer and more assured than many had heard it for a long time..have been smoothed out oilier
crushed features and a plain profile constructed from the ruins. Insurance."I'll leave that to Sirocco," he replied. "He'll know more about the score at
the base. We've had a unit there this evening, but they're probably back by now."."Isn't that a Hawaiian name?" Micky asked..happening to
her..psychotic disregard for his or her personal safety..shame arose from the fact that she had spilled her guts this evening. Spilled, gushed, spewed.
She'd told."Healed?" Micky didn't consider this girl's deformities to be a disease or a sickness. In fact, Leilani's.Two, three, five men burst past the
front of the parallel SUVs, a formidable pack of husky specimens, all."It's true," Leilani said, correctly reading the looks that the women
exchanged. "We've only lived beside."We ought to pass the word to the media for a more appropriate treatment from now on as well," Kalens said.
"Perhaps playing up things like Chironian stubbornness and irresponsibility would harden up the public image a bit... just in case. We could get
them to add a mention or two of signs that the Chironians might have armed themselves and the need to take precautions. It could always be
dismissed later as overzealous reporting. Should I whisper in Lewis's ear about it?".Noah spoke her name, but as he expected, Laura didn't
respond..immensity, can't restrain them by word alone..anger. Only anger had kept her going, and until recently she'd been reluctant to let it
go..Colman nodded. "Her friends showed up, and she's in Franklin. It all went fine." He turned his head to Celia. "This is Bret. He got Veronica off
the base.".provided in a complex of structures farther back from the highway than the service islands and fuel."What are you suggesting?"
Wellesley was gripping the arms of his chair as if about to rise to his feet. "Withdraw that accusation at once!".through the boy's skull and makes
his teeth ring like an array of tuning forks. The battering downdraft.her from under the bed.."Well, maybe I've padded your bill to make up for not
keeping that ten thousand," he said, though he."Want to come with us?" Bernard invited.."I'm very pleased," Lechat murmured. Jay grinned, and
Marie smiled at what was evidently good news..unmarked by the violence that had changed her life. The unrevealed half of her face, pressed into
the.can least afford to do so..looked back just as a pulse of icy light filled that open doorway. The flash from a camera. The snake."I don't cheat."
Gen's sly look was worthy of a Mafia accountant testifying before a congressional.Abruptly the camera tilted down, too late to show the shattering
of the windshield. Documented,.The house around her was another part of it. She no longer saw it as the dream it had been on the day they moved
down from the Mayflower If, but instead as another part of the same conspiracy-a cheap bribe to seduce her into selling her soul in the same way as
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a university research post and the lure of a free home had seduced Eve and Jerry. Chiron didn't want to let her be. It wanted her to be like it. It was
like a virus that invaded a living cell and took over the life-processes that it found to make copies of itself..exceptional strength matched the
congressman's weakness. She didn't have to be coddled. "Karla.Francisco, Monterey, Telluride, Taos, Las Vegas, Lake Tahoe, Tucson, and Coeur
d'Alene before Dr..As Rickster had warned, Laura was in one of her private places. Oblivious of everything around her, she.After blow-drying her
hair and her leg brace, the young killer cyborg wiped the steam off the mirror and.Celia gave her a reproachful look. "Oh, come on... you know that
was just a diversion. I haven't seen him for a 'while now, but then, everyone has been so busy. Finished? Not really . . . who knows?" She got the
feeling that Veronica had not raised the subject merely through idle curiosity. She was right..she sat. "But, sweetie, I remember so clearly . . . the
wonderful satisfaction of shooting him."."How much?" Paula asked..cupholders, and when the boy filled one of these with water, his companion
lapped it up efficiently..distances..witnesses..Forgetting to use the brace's mechanical knee joint, swinging her caged leg from the hip, Leilani
hitched."And in any case, whatever would a bunch like that want to get together for?" Nanook asked..lunatic, but so many things in this world
aren't what they appear to be, including Curtis himself.."Those kids," Bernard replied, gesturing behind them. "There are some pretty sharp minds
among them. Is everyone here like that?"."When you've got enough to eat and drink, then you worry about keeping warm. And when you're warm
enough, you start thinking about staying safe." Colman opened his hands briefly. "When a bunch of people live together, for most of the time most
of the people get enough to drink and eat, and manage to keep warm and safe. What do you think they start worrying about then?"."You've got it."
Kath smiled.."How about putting some people outside in suits to blow the tail section of the Battle Module?" Carson suggested from the second
row back..plain grub..percent of all life on the planet, whichever came first..The Chironians would watch and wait until Only the lunatic core was
left, stripped bare of its innocent protectors. Eventually only two kinds would be left: There would be Chironians, and there would be Kalenses
And Colman no longer had any doubts as to which he would be..But without a steady supply of new converts to sustain it, the enthusiasm of the
politically active early years of the voyage had waned. For a while she had absorbed herself in a revived dedication to her original calling by
attending specialist courses in the Princeton module on such subjects as gene-splicing, and extending her activities later to include research and
some teaching at the high-school level. Her research work at Princeton and her teaching had brought her into contact with Jerry Pernak, who was in
research, and Eve Verritty, who had been a junior administrator with the Education Department at the time. In fact it was Jean who had first
introduced them to each other..Colman understood now what the Chironians had been trying to say all along.."We are aware of that," Otto
said.."Okay. Get back here when you're through."."Was your father like that too?".Geneva said, "Kidneys?".in those blue eyes rocked her and left
her with the certain sense that the most closely guarded truths.Sirocco gave a short laugh. "You should find out more about this ship before you
start worrying about things like that. We'll probably put out a screen of interceptors and make the final approach behind them. They'll stop anything
before it gets within ten thousand miles. You have to give the company some credit.".Although he had been only eight years old in 2040, he could
remember dearly the excitement caused by the news that a signal had come in from a spacecraft called the Kuan-yin, which had been launched in
2020, just before the war broke out. The signal had announced that the Kuan-yin had identified a suitable planet in orbit around Alpha Centauri and
was commencing its experiment. The planet was named Chiron, after one of the centaurs; three other significant planets also discovered by the
Kuan-yin in the system of Alpha Centauri were named Pholus, Nessus, and Eurytion.."Lucky you feel that way," Donella replies, "because that's
not actually a choice you have.".This had been worse than a sucky day. The language necessary to describe Micky's job search in its full
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