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As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he

went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it!

This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the

druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not

the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him,

deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him,

saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to

you.'.Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so

he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt

assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and

five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and

blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had

practised upon them.'"'.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance

of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the

well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him

on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him]

to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt

abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I

was delivered.".However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered

my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I

shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A

madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran

in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them

that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised

God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my

pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and

woes abide?.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert

dread!.Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all

open in full flight;.? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of

wonderment..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..King's Son of

Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the

underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came

down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this

place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning,

assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is

this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little

and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".So he opened to me and I went

out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not

come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with

strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,'

answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But

he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..Jesus, The

Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds

and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant,

"Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a

fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and

Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me

whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.When
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Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the

necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth

Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is

it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth?

Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High

hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".The Twelfth Night of the Month..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen

Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He

deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called

Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to

the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What

sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he

looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a

she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her

sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her

swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey

with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.'

Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with

him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he

charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but

the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for

this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a

ship and set sail, intending for his own country..Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it]

other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er

Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me

and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was

finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back

to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking

myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..Now the liefest of

all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in

all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said,

"O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of

the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his

heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth

who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not

bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Now,

by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with

them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the

gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said,

"Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of

the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse,

who should rear him..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in

marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his

tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she

to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode,

flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he

trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So

they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one

with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and

the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..167. Kemerezzeman and

the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.The folk
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flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El

Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred

dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand

dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars

and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the

elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..One day, King Suleiman Shah

went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father

deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then,

which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him,

'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable

and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.Look

at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship,

containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to

know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and

deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets

[apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went

her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up

to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on

aught of her trace..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may

abate.".? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.I seated myself

amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather

girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my

money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up,

pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there

came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out

and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.'

With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye

have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee!

Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in

mountain and vale..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..? ? ? ? ? I

am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee,

with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..? ? ? ? ?

a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134)

Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged

against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF

THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father

had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode

two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price

and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw

this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other

said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath

mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and

taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O

boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts

and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece

of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took

the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down

senseless]..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF

SINDBAD THE SAILOR..When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing

that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn,
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and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.As fate would have it, the

chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered

with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said,

'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed

against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I

accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found

another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band

occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned

Man, i. 301..136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ?

b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her

mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then

she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he

went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing

whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel

brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its

waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and

gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered

him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons

dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.When the king heard this from the vizier, he bade him

go away [and he withdrew to his house]..With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his

day in his house..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed

in black, luxuriant hair; (256).Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and

said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou

slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The

king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him

by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs

must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that

God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and

sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Beard of the

old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if

to love me ye disdain?"].62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and

favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at

Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful

hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard

this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty

calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my

sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her

shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? a. The King

and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him

from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good,

and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure;

but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young

man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and

its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written,

'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be

at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..Your

coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.Issues of Good and Evil

Actions, Of the, i. 103..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me

acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur

and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And
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Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the

cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the

story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when

the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and

accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the

presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at

him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the

sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The

Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in

his mosque..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him.

Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth

ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor

saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the

chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison

and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the

chamberlain and slew him..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer

dlv.Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it

and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince.

When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the

letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute

and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she

returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er

Rehwan dccclxxxv.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept

and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face.

She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving

One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that

this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh

mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and

true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering

women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who

fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and

women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).His love on him took pity and wept

for his dismay, ii. 210..So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said

to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him

but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to

the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left

him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy

him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We

supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he

is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is

straitened. To Thee, I complain,.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..So, when they

entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the

custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them

and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the

viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and

loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me;

so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of

death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be

strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".Next morning,

up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept
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and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me

and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if

the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the

right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her

raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six

thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".? ? ? ? ?

p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a

populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his

sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy

and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do

this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..100. The Lovers of the

Benou Tai ccccx.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not

accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.? ? ? ? ?

Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..Then they drank till

they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought

an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my

pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head

and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O

accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled.

(136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest

thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and

methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our

chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go

whithersoever thou wilt.".The Nineteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of

Bread dlxxx.42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw

me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for

I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him

what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took

me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they

went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh.

Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they

still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas

came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency

and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by

way of provision for the road.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of

my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight;

All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.Now this letter was

written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the

following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the

Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother

and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are

sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms

and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us

by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums

beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El

Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his

charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the

mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the

smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night

overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their
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affair].."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much

is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and

indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom

thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd."

"And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her

confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart,

(138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the

truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her,

'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of

aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the

king..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..I saw thee, O

thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.4. The Three

Apples lxix.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade

carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her

to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm

sped?.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented

it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter

[of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou

must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell

me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him

his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father

and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping,

all three..When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the

second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled

a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he

bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his

presence.].Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went

out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she

saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which

she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the

fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall

ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.They knew him forthright

and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we

desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who

sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God

delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him

again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his

hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298.
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