Strawberries And Other Short Stories

STRAWBERRIES AND OTHER SHORT STORIES
9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of
Police dciii.There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of
understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of
trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for
virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do
thus a great while..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and
said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my
name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and
whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the
Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she
hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba,
whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine
enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..When it was the
ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death,
he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took
counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook
themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is
occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the
youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what
shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am
become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be
estopped from us.'".So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in
my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my
father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one
employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I,
"Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him
that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into
the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's
people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..Then
said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the
matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer
give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us,
we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then
he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king,
saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two
caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..Cairo
(The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..And for another story of the same kind,' continued
the officer,.Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the
accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The
folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them,
whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his
house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with
them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to
them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise
of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance
of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the
old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither
she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing
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her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was
solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king
drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to
guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.Unto
its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).When the king heard his
chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but
marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the
man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the
age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured
man.".When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..When she
had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to
kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the
kings tarried behind.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to
harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent
with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his
desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Lo
under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet,
untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S
STORY..Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave
to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O
my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst
thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is
indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee
and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he
[hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be
refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..When El Abbas heard her verses, they
pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had
occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was
Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness
and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said
to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of
Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Therewithal
the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a
willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down
by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first
mode and sang the following verses:.The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he
questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and
he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour
changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and
wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye
acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O
youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they
marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence
pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him,
and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there
betided me this and that.'.So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them
and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es
Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her
and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which
Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El
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Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were
little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).? ? ? ? ? The starry
arrows of her looks she darts above her veil; They hit and never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.?
? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives
I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they
have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked
with white;.Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly
wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will
not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up
to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah,
indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks
thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister
Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what
while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank
with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the
festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of
God.'.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward
the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we
passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went
up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet
el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady
Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and
lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn
well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and
the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the
Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..Then she gave out among the folk that the king's
father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the
drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city
and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves
before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone
him of the kings..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and
recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad."
[So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him,
saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the
king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect,
accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper
cccxlv.For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so
he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.Presently, her brothers
returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but
good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed
there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well
betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to
him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented
to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am
become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.When
the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to
her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I
am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God
the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and
wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the
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princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the
acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was
noised abroad in all countries..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.I clipped her in mine arms and
straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the
love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.The first to take the
cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following
verses:.?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S
STORY..Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O
my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,']
answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any
one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me,
purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered,
whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door,
whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of
those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and
the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to
me.".Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out
again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand;
after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most
High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then,"
added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".The Second Night of the
Month.? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..A sun of beauty she
appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My
heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).The Eighth Day..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do
overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE
ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread
and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the
smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at
this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing
upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a
stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was
amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the
picture.".Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him
allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the
slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse.
Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus
three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they
came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp
and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the
Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons'
blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I
ween..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of
joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..? ? ? ? ? Except I be
appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? i.
The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and
bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the
chamber of wine, ii. 224..90. The Devout Prince cccci.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.So saying, he spat in her face and went
out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled
herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If
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an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some
days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself],
'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not
suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into
the affair..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that
flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily
and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it
please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For
that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread
and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when
Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers
be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".When the king
had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some
days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers
merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed
many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad
in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest
fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried
us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me
and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the
Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour,
the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her
slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el
Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my
slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".77 The Draper and the Thief (234)
dclxi.Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.Then the eunuchs
went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders
of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their
heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the
Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they
both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as
amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon.
Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than
drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their
eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.When
the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his
own house..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he
opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off;
whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So
he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had
sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them
some days..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to
me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so
he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel
arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that
thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were
liefer to me than any [husband].'.One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him
and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him
tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls
thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber]
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he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had
made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the
adornment and ordinance thereof..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat
down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and
forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the
Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and
the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in
this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that
this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou
desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady."
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