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THE ORIGIN OF THE CHECKERS AND MODERN CHESS GAME VOLUME II
WALTER PANGLO, the only mortician in Bright Beach, was a sweet tempered wisp of a man who enjoyed puttering in his garden when he wasn't
planting dead people. He grew prize roses and gave them away in great bouquets to the sick, to young people in love, to the school librarian on her
birthday, to clerks who had been polite to him..His mother tried to explain. "It's as if you'd found some great jewel," she said, "and what's one of us
to do with a diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy it from you is strong enough to kill you for it. Keep it hid. And keep away from
great people and their crafty men!".Celestina extended her left hand, which shook so badly that she nearly knocked over both their wineglasses. "I
will.".Did she poison herself as well? Was it her intention to kill him and commit suicide?.Magusson's idea of a laugh. "And they didn't even bother
to post a warning. In fact, that sign was still up, inviting hikers to enjoy the view from the observation deck.".She was lost in his eyes: She wanted
to pass through his eyes as Alice had passed through the looking glass, follow the beautiful radiance that was fading now, go with him through the
door that had been opened for him and accompany him out of this rain-swept day into grace..Yet his heart slammed hard and heavy against his
confining ribs, and fear stippled the nape of his neck.."But before you leave St. Mary's," the physician said, "I'd like a few mutes of your time. It's
very important to me. Personally.".She worried that her anxiety would prove contagious, that when her fear infected her boy, he would be less able
to fight whatever hateful thing had taken seed in his right eye..Knickknacks and mementos were not to be found anywhere in the house. And until
now Junior had seen nothing hanging on the barren walls except a calendar in the kitchen..The port-wine birthmark appeared to be darker than
before and differently mottled than he remembered it..Junior was at critical depth. The psychological pressure was at least five thousand pounds per
square inch and growing by the second. Implosion imminent..Choking fumes, blinding soot. A licking heat told him that slithering fire had
followed the smoke up the stairs and now coiled perilously close in the murk..A delay of a few hours, before getting her under a physician's care,
might still be risky. But so was forcing her into a local hospital to endure the mortification she desperately wanted to avoid..Junior poured half the
vodka over the corpse, splashed some around other parts of the kitchen, and spilled the last on the cook top, where it trickled toward the active
burner. This was not an ideal accelerant, not as effective as gasoline, but by the time he threw the bottle aside, the spirits found the flame..Now,
here, all three on the street and vulnerable at once-the man, Celestina, the bastard boy..Her strength was the strength of stones only in the sense that
she felt as immovable as rock, yet she found the resources to raise one arm, to place her left hand over Maria's bead-tangled fingers. "But the baby's
dead.".That was another thing. Junior hadn't gotten his noon meal, because the spirit of Vanadium had nearly caught up with him when he'd been
browsing for tie chains and silk pocket squares before lunch. Then he missed dinner, as well, because he had to maintain surveillance on Celestina
when she didn't go straight home from the gallery. He was hungry. He was starving. This, too, she had done to him. The bitch..As outgoing as his
twin uncles were introverted, Barty didn't withdraw from the festivities. Agnes never needed to remind him that family and guests took precedence
over even the most fascinating characters in fiction, and the boy's delight in the company of others pleased his mother and made her proud.."It's
partly that," she agreed. "But originally, Daddy wanted Phimie to tell, so the man could be charged and prosecuted. Though he's a good Baptist,
Daddy isn't without a thirst for vengeance.".The ship of night floated over the city and cast down nets of darkness, gathering millions of lights like
luminous fishes in its black toils..No longer pinned to the bed by an intravenous feed of fluids and medications, provided with pajamas and a thin
cotton robe to replace his backless gown, Junior was encouraged to test his legs and get some.Like autumn-red ivy, lushly leafed vines of flame
crawled up the house. The porch under them was ablaze, as well. Shingles smoldered beneath their feet, and flames ringed the roof on which they
stood..Friday morning, Junior resigned his position as a physical therapist at the rehabilitation hospital. He expected to be able to live well off
interest and dividends for the rest of his life, because his tastes were modest..He supposed Victoria might have a visitor. Perhaps a relative or a
girlfriend. Not a man. No. She knew who her man was, and she would have no other while she waited for the chance to surrender to him and to
consummate the relationship that had begun with the spoon and the ice in the hospital ten days previously..Reflections of those tracks appeared as
stigmatic tears on the long face of the physician.."Cancer," she whispered, and superstitiously reproached herself for speaking the word aloud, as
though thereby she'd given power to the malignancy and ensured its existence.."I mean," said Dr. Lipscomb, "that I'm selling my practice and
putting an end to my medical career. I wanted you to know."."-and when I get up off the street, my clothes are a mess, and I've got this face.".Edom
would have judged this a perfect day-except for the earthquake weather. He was convinced that the Big One would bring the coastal cities to ruin
before twilight..At eleven o'clock Saturday morning, having just settled in the hotel after arriving from St. Mary's, they were waiting for the SFPD
to deliver suitcases of clothes and toiletries that Rena Moller, Celestina's neighbor, had packed according to her instructions. While waiting, the
three of them took an early lunch-or a late breakfast-at a room service table in the living room..The thorns had not been stripped from the long stem
of the white rose. Vanadium clutched it so tightly that the sharp points punctured his meaty palm. He seemed to be unaware of his wounds..She
bent down and kissed his cheek, his right eye, his left, his brow, his dry cracked lips. "I love you so much. I wanted to die when I thought you
weren't with me anymore.."The doctors," he continued, "needed to repair damage to the left frontal sinus, the sphenoidal sinus, and the sinus
cavernous, which had all been partially crushed by that pewter candlestick. Frontal, malar, ethmoid, maxillary, sphenoid, and palatine bones had to
be rebuilt to properly contain my right eye, because it sort of ... well, it dangled. That was just for starters, and there was considerable essential
dental work, as well. I elected not to have any cosmetic surgery.".On the way home, he repeatedly checked the rearview mirror. No vehicle
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followed him..With his empty sockets draped by unsupported lids, Barty rode home wearing padded eye patches under sunglasses, his cane
propped against the seat at his side, as though he were costumed for a role in a play filled with a Dickensian amount of childhood
suffering..Apparently, he didn't lean back far enough, because amazingly he landed on his feet in the winter-faded grass. The shock buckled him,
and he dropped to his knees. Still cradling Grace, he lowered her to the ground as gently as he'd ever lowered fragile Perri onto her bed-quite as if
he had planned it this way..Into the autumn of 1967, Junior reviewed hundreds of thousands of phone listings, and occasionally he located a rare
Bartholomew. In San Rafael or Marinwood. In Greenbrae or San Anselmo. Located and investigated and cleared them of any connection with
Seraphim White's bastard baby..Her name was Victoria Bressler, and she was an attractive blonde. She would never have been serious competition
For Naomi, because Naomi had been singularly stunning, but Naomi, after all, was gone..Now, here, lying on a bed in the emergency room of a
Sacramento hospital, on a Saturday afternoon only six weeks before the camellia festival, Junior suffered under the care of a resident physician who
was so young as to raise the suspicion that he was merely playing doctor..As Lipscomb picked up the freshened baby, Grace said, "That was as
effective as any minister's wife could've been with an impossible parishioner-and, oh, do I wish we could sometimes be that pointed.".Writing came
with reading, and in a notebook, he began to make entries about points of interest in the stories that he enjoyed. His Diary of a Book Reader, as he
titled it, fascinated Agnes, who read it with his permission; these notes to himself were enthusiastic, earnest, and charming-but literally month by
month, Agnes noticed that they grew less naive, more complex, more contemplative..He had the capacity to be exceptional at anything to which he
applied himself. Bob Chicane had been right about that: Junior was far more intense than other men, possessed of greater gifts and the energy to
use them..ISBN 0-15-100561-3 I. Fantasy fiction, American, [I. Fantasy. 2. Short stories.]

I. Title..Reading the dates on the headstone, he saw

that the minister's daughter had died on the seventh of January, the day after Naomi had fallen from the fire tower. If ever asked, Junior would have
no trouble accounting for his whereabouts on that day..That evening, he was filled with a greater sense of adventure than he'd felt since arriving in
the city from Oregon. Consequently, he treated himself to three glasses of a superb Bordeaux and a filet mignon in the same elegant hotel lounge
where he had dined on his first night in San Francisco, almost three years earlier..The parsonage was a clean, respectable, and even charming
house, but nothing about it might be called grand. No sweeping staircase offered a glamorous showcase adequate for Scarlett O'Hara. Instead, the
stairs were enclosed, accessed by a door in one comer of the living room..Junior levered up, scrambled up, vaulted over, and crashed into the deep
bin, with every intention of landing on his feet. But he overshot, slammed his shoulder into the back wall of the container, fell to his knees, and
sprawled facedown in the trash..face with one hand, as if pulling off cobwebs. "Did you say you were in my house?"."You should be with your
children," Agnes worried. Maria looked up. "My babies are sitted with my sister.".She was sopping, shivering. Water streamed from her soaked
hair, down her face, as she wiped at her beaded eyelashes with one dripping hand..She bit her lower lip, held her breath, repressed the sob that
sought release, and said, "I know.".Rising slowly like the blade in the hands of an ax murderer as deliberate as an accountant, Thomas Vanadium's
gaze arced from Junior's clenched fist to his face.."Most tornadoes stay on the ground twenty miles or less," Edom explained, "but this one kept its
funnel to the earth for two hundred nineteen miles! And it was one mile wide. Everything in its path--torn, smashed to bits. Houses, factories,
churches, schools-all pulverized. Murphysboro, Illinois, was wiped off the map, erased, hundreds killed in that one town.".Thrilled by the music
but unable to understand a word of the play, he arranged German lessons with a private tutor..The second medic wheeled the gurney to the rear of
the van, calling for one of the policemen to accompany him to the hospital. Apparently, he needed help if he was to deliver the baby and also
stabilize Apes while en route..Likewise, she wasn't prepared to deal with a monster like the father, if one day he came for Angel. And he would
come. She knew. In these events as in all things, Celestina White glimpsed a pattern, complex and mysterious, and to the eye of an artist, the
symmetry of the design required that one day the father would come. She wasn't prepared to deal with the creep now, but by the time that he
arrived, she would be ready for him..This time, however, the singing lasted longer than before, long enough for him to become suspicious of the
heating ducts. These rooms had ten-foot ceilings, and the ducts opened high in the walls..As red as Angel had been for her evening outing, she was
that yellow for retirement to bed in her own home. Two-piece yellow jersey pajamas. Yellow socks. At the girl's request, Celestina had tied a soft
yellow bow in her mass of springy hair..Rolling onto her side, fumbling in the dark, Celestina White snared the phone on the third ring. Her hello
was also a yawn..When at last the caller spoke again, her voice sounded a kingdom away: "Will you tell Bartholomew ... ?".In recounting the
fortune-telling session, Agnes had not told the magician about the four jacks of spades, only about the aces of diamonds and hearts. She never wore
her worries for anyone to see; and though she had made a joke of the appearance of the fourth knave on Friday, Edom knew that it had deeply
troubled her..Junior didn't know much about guns. He didn't approve of them; he had never owned one..deodar cedars with layers of drooping
branches surrounded the place, and usually they seemed sheltering, but now they loomed, ominous..From Christmas through February, he dated a
beautiful stock analyst and broker-Tammy Bean-who specialized in finding value in companies that had rewarding relationships with brutal
dictators..His artificial eyes were almost a month old. He'd been through surgery to have the eye-moving muscles attached to the conjunctiva, and
everybody told him that the look and movement were absolutely real. In fact, they had told him this so often, in the first week or two, that he
became suspicious and figured that his new eyes were totally out of control and spinning like pinwheels.."No, that's not necessary," Junior said,
trying to sound casual. "Considering what you told me, I'm sure whoever's bothering me here can't be Vanadium. I mean, him being on the run,
with plenty of his own troubles, the last thing he'd do is follow me here just to screw with my head a little."."Naomi--she popped out of my oven
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twenty years ago, not out of yours," Sheena continued in a fierce whisper. "If anyone's suffering here, it's me, not you. Who're you, anyway? Some
guy who's been boinking her for a couple years, that's all you are. I'm her mother. You can never know my pain. And if you don't stand with this
family to make these wankers pay up big-time, I'll personally cut your balls off while you're sleeping and feed them to my cat."."Of all the things I
might be meant to do with my life," he told Agnes, "I believe nothing will matter more than the small part I've had in bringing together these two
children.".Their struggle to put their sorrow into words moved Agnes not because they cared so deeply, but because in the end they were unable to
express themselves adequately. Without the relief provided by expression, their anguish grew corrosive. Their lifelong introversion left them
without the social skills to unburden themselves or to provide solace to others. Worse, their obsessions with death, in all its many means and
mechanisms, had prepared them to expect Barty's cancer, which left them neither shocked nor capable of consolation, but merely resigned.
Ultimately, in great frustration, each twin was reduced to fragmented sentences, crippled gestures, quiet tears-and Agnes became the only
consoler..Tom stared at the girl's drawing-quite a good one for a child her age, rough in style, but with convincing detail-and if skin could be said to
crawl, his must have moved all the way around his body two or three times before settling down again where it belonged. "Are these ... ?".Junior
wanted to kill her. Kill him. Whatever. But he sensed that Renee knew more than a little about dirty fighting and that the outcome of a violent
confrontation would not be easy to predict..Alarm contacts gleamed in the header, but the system wasn't currently activated..Nolly shuddered. "The
wilds of Oregon. I don't intend ever to go there until it's civilized.".After his conversation with Magusson, however, Junior realized this fear was
irrational. If the detective had miraculously escaped the cold waters of the lake, he would have been in need of emergency medical treatment. He
would have staggered or crawled to the county highway in search of help, unaware that Junior had framed him for Victoria's murder, too badly
wounded to care about anything but getting medical attention..The detective shrugged. "The girl might've had her baby at a third rate hospital, one
with poor control of patients' records and a less professional staff. Or the kid might have been placed for adoption through some baby brokerage in
it strictly for the money. Then there would've been opportunities to learn something. But as soon as I discovered it was St. Mary's, I knew we were
screwed.".In his light backpack, he carried one change of clothes, spare socks, candy bars, bottled water. He planned his journeys to be in a town
every nightfall, where he washed one set of clothes and donned the other.."Paul told us the night he first came to the parsonage. About Agnes here
... and what had happened to Barty. And all about his late wife, Perri. I feel like I know Bright Beach already.".The two men introduced
themselves. The physician was Dr. Jim Parkhurst. His manner was easy and affable, and his soothing voice, either by nature or by calculation, was
as healing as balm..The water shut off, and Junior heard the ratcheting noise of a paper-towel dispenser..A cast-bronze figure, fixed to lacquered
walnut in want of raw dogwood, suffered above the bed. This crucifix, contrasting starkly with the white walls, reinforced the impression of
monastic economy..Bolting up from the couch-"Mom, are you there?"--she turned to Tom, her face collapsing in a ghastly expression..His previous
plan to create a tableau-butter on the floor, open oven door-to portray Victoria's death as an accident was no longer adequate. A new strategy was
required..Celestina stood listening until she heard Wally open the outer door and then close it..A s?ance was what it appeared to be at first. Eight
people were gathered around the dining-room table, which stood utterly bare. No food, no drinks, no centerpiece. They all exhibited that
shiny-faced look of people nervously awaiting the revelations of a spirit medium: part trepidation, part soaring hope..He was a virile young man,
desired by many, and life was short. Poor Naomi, her lovely face and her look of shock still fresh in his memory, was a constant reminder of how
suddenly the end could come. No one was guaranteed tomorrow. Seize the day..In southern California, Agnes Lampion dreams of her newborn son.
In Oregon, Junior Cain fearfully speaks a name in his sleep, and Detective Vanadium, waiting to tell the suspect about his dead wife's diary, leans
forward in his chair to listen, while ceaselessly- turning a quarter across the thick knuckles of his right hand..Agnes remained mystified by this talk,
but a week before, in the rain-swept cemetery, she had learned there was substance to it..Similarities between Naomi and her mom- ended with
appearances. Sheena was loud, crass, self-absorbed, and had the vocabulary of a brothel owner specializing in service to sailors with Tourette's
syndrome.."Blood tests should reveal whether the child's yours or not. That also might explain all this.".Junior gave the Raisinets to him, and
Google left the theater with his candy and his cash..The word diarrhea was inadequate to describe this affliction. In spite of the books he'd read to
improve his vocabulary, Junior could not think of any word sufficiently descriptive and powerful enough to convey his misery and the hideousness
of his ordeal..The syphilitic-monkey comparison struck Tom Vanadium as bizarre, but it turned out to be a sober judgment based on experience. In
his fifties, Sparky had worked as the chief of maintenance at a medical-research laboratory, where-among other projects-monkeys had been
intentionally infected with syphilis and then observed over their life span. In the terminal stages, some of the primates engaged in such outr?
behavior that they had prepared Sparky for his eventual encounter with Enoch Cain..2000, the Year of the Dragon, gives way without a roar to the
Year of the Snake, and after the Snake comes the Horse. Day by day the work is done, in memory of those who have gone before us, and embarked
upon work of her own, young Mary is out there among you. For now, only her family knows how very special she is. On one momentous day, that
will change.."Oh, yes. When he phoned, Reverend Collins told me all about you and Bartholomew. At the front door, when I asked the boy's name,
I already knew it and was just setting up this little trick for you.".Junior tipped his head back and gazed up toward the section of broken-out railing
along the high observation deck..SHORTLY BEFORE one o'clock, the Hackachaks descended in a fury, eyes full of bloody intent, teeth bared,
voices shrill..His leonine head and bold features, framed by golden hair, should have conveyed strength, but the impression he might have made
was compromised by a fringe of bangs that curled across his forehead, a style unfortunately reminiscent of effete emperors of ancient Rome..Alone,
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Junior sat in the breakfast nook with a pot of coffee and an entire Sara Lee chocolate fudge cake..Vanadium owned so few clothes that the two bags
had sufficient capacity to accommodate half the contents of the closet and dresser..Although she had slept well and though her hemorrhaging had
been successfully arrested, Agnes was too weak to manage breakfast alone. A simple spoon was as heavy and as unwieldy as a shovel..Magusson
considered the assaults on Victoria and on Vanadium to be hideous crimes, of course, but he also viewed them as affronts to his own dignity and
reputation. He expected a felonious client, rewarded with four and a quarter million instead of jail time, to be grateful and thereafter to walk a
straight line..Having arrived at this same astonishing but nonetheless obvious conclusion, Harrison said, "Someone has to've been hurt." He hurried
out of the kitchen, through the dining room, with Paul close behind him..This ended any hope of romance, and he was disappointed. A less
self-controlled man might have seized a nearby bronze vase-fashioned to resemble dinosaur stool-and stuffed her into it or vice versa..Once, he had
been a superb driver. For the past decade, his performance behind the wheel depended on his mood..because even to cry in pain will invite more
vicious discipline than the pummeling he's already endured. His father.Jacob grunted, but probably not because he'd heard what had been said
about him, more likely because he'd just turned the page to find a photo of dead cattle piled up like driftwood against the American Legion Hall in
some flood-ravaged town in Arkansas..The infant Bartholomew was here in San Francisco. He must be found. He must be dispatched. By the time
Junior devised a plan of action to locate the child, he was so hot with anger that he was sweating, and he stripped off one of his two pairs of
briefs..Turning, turning, turning, the mysterious warning in his mind: The spirit of Bartholomew ... will find you ... and mete out the terrible
judgment that you deserve..Like the chicken egg. As weary as she was, Agnes could not at once puzzle out the meaning of those four words. Then:
"Oh. He's in an incubator.".The gunshot was louder-and the pain initially less-than he expected. Timpani-boom, timpani-boom, the explosion
echoed back and forth through the high-ceilinged apartment..During the past week, Junior had undertaken quiet background research on the
prestidigitator with a badge. The cop was unmarried. He lived alone, so this bold visit entailed no risk..Thereafter, he was repelled at the prospect
of kissing her, and their relationship fell apart..Although she already knew that the answer could not be cheerily optimistic, Celestina wondered, "Is
the baby likely to be . . . normal?"
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