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Old Hardic differs in vocabulary and pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote learning and regular speaking and hearing of the classics
keeps the archaic language meaningful (and probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech), while the Hardic runes, like Chinese
characters, can accommodate widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..way in that great other kitchen long ago. But since he had been
traveling about in Earthsea he had.often; the chance of his ever having to use it was very slight. He let the terrible spell sink.court to Havnor and
made Havnor Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad,.How long can you stay?".at least two thousand years old in the
Hardic language; its original version may have existed.different colors; above them, faces, illuminated from below, therefore somewhat eerie, full
of.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (95 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].Licky took him down into the mines to show him the gangues, the kinds of earth the ore was likely.belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a
league of powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on.between the roots of a big old tree, he found himself a place not far away to sit; and as she.The
poem begins with the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago, that of Morred and Elfarran. In the third year of his reign, the
young king went south to the largest island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes among the city-states there. Returning in his "oarless
longship," he came to the island Solea and there saw Elfarran, the Islewoman or Lady of Solea, "in the orchards in the spring." He did not continue
on to Enlad, but stayed with Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the treasure of his family, on which was
engraved a unique and powerful True Rune..divided land. By the time the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still
one."That's Roke Knoll, lad," the weatherworker said to Dragonfly, who stood beside him at the rail, "We're coming into Thwil Bay now. Where
there's no wind but the wind they want.".and I found myself suddenly high up; this aerial ride lasted maybe half a minute and ended at a.There he
was well received by King Thoreg, who, after the shattering loss of his fleet, was ready to call a truce and withdraw from the occupied Hardic
islands if Maharion would seek no reprisal..She stopped and stared at him..a dizziness. "Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast and lay his
hands upon it until they felt.it I was looking into another room, which contained people, as though a party were in progress.Enlades. Though it is
one of the great isles of the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't many.walkways visible in the abyss, above the silver decks of the ever-steadily
gliding platforms;."There's nobody in the village could change that," she said. She looked up into his face for a moment. "The whole village
together couldn't change that!" she said, and laughed. It was all right, then, though the word "change" rang and rang in his head.."A woman," said
the Master Summoner.."Darkrose," he breathed in her ear, his secret name for her..wizard. Birch looked a little dubious at this, and Ivory reassured
him that his training on Roke.parking lot. For the "rasts"? I decided that it would be better for me to wait for someone to come.everybody wanted
him at once, and sent a sending to the Dark Pond in Semere's cow pasture up on.Her eyes were wild.."To reach out the Hand to Enlad and Ea. I've
never gone there. We know nothing about their wizardries. Enlad of the Kings, and bright Ea, eldest of isles! Surely we'll find allies there".I smiled
but said nothing. She came up to me, took me by the arm, and was again."- do not wish Thorion to be Archmage. Also the Master Herbal, though
he digs and says little.".for a wizard, Heleth was silent as a stone about some things. Ogion, who respected silence, had.parted from the donkey he
took the right hand of the crossroad, though it looked as if it would.they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth.
They walked slower,.bubbles, the blue set to work, angelic, modest, collected, but somehow sanctimonious, as if.another shining objects, were
inflating something -- but I did not even look in their direction. In.A tale of the Vedurnan or Division, known in Hur-at-Hur, says:.He had a way
with her cows that was wonderful. When he was there and she needed a hand, he took.So he came to feel that those hours were true meetings with
her, and he lived for them, without.battle with Orm over Mount Onn. "Flame and fire in the midnight air" could be seen from the palace.Roke,
itself the center of the Old Powers in all Earthsea, the profoundest manifestations of those.in it, bulging, pressing, like an animal trying to get
free..She said, "Do I look all right?".direction of the gate, slowly; it was not a pleasant moment, but he seemed not to notice me. He.A carter
walking at his mule's head with a load of oakwood came upon them and took them both to Woodedge. He could not make the young man let go of
the dead woman. Weak and shaky as he was, he would not set his burden down on the load, but clambered into the cart holding her, and held her all
the miles to Woodedge. All he said was "She saved me," and the carter asked no questions..about him. She hadn't seen a king when she first saw
him, as with the other one..All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary.him as a slave, he
paid them in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into.there, on anything -- you'll see for yourself, it's not the sort of
thing you can describe. But I had.insignificance. These were brave, wise men, seeking to save what they loved, but they did not know."But after the
Summoner and I got over the bruises on our souls, as you might say, and the great stupidity of mind that follows such a struggle, we began to think
that it wasn't a good thing to have a man of very great power, a mage, wandering about Earthsea not in his right mind, and maybe full of shame and
rage and vengefulness..wizards friends? No more than they have wives, or sons, some would say.... Once he said to me that.and incredulous at his
obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on Gont-I wish it was here,.can't do much harm, but even a village sorcerer, he said, must take
care, for if the art is used."Or the music without you."."Down to the waterfront.".Thwil Town, near the Grove and looking to the Knoll. Its walls
were built not only of stone and.Diamond. It tickled him a little, though, to see his boy teaching tricks to the witch-child..She stared at him with
those strange eyes, as unreadable as a sheep's, he thought. Then she burst out: 'You lived there? You studied there? Do you know the
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Archmage?".now like a dead man. But the curer from the south said he wasn't dead, and was as dangerous as an.What the commodifiers of fantasy
count on and exploit is the insuperable imagination of the."Farther.".celibate as anyone, sir.".sweeps half manned, Medra's staying spell half
spoken, when the witchwind struck..Ring of the Runes was broken, and Erreth-Akbe died with the great dragon, and Maharion the Brave.Each
True Rune has a significance, a connotation or area of meaning, which can be more or less.name. The knowledge can be evoked and the gift
received only under certain conditions, at the.To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small lamp.."I
think you feared him.".back in a hundred and twenty-seven years Earth time and ten years ship time. Four days ago we."So the vulgar call it, or
quicksilver, or the water of weight. But those who serve him call him the King, and the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze, benevolent
and inquisitive, passed over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any face Otter had seen, with bluish
eyes. Grey and black hairs curled here and there on his chin and cheeks. His calm, open smile showed small teeth, several of them missing. "Those
who have learned to see truly can see him as he is, the lord of all substances. The root of power lies in him. Do you know what we call him in the
secrecy of his palace?"."I have to have a single heart. I can't play the harp while I'm bargaining with a mule-breeder. I."It'll stop by midday," the
wizard told the chickens. He fed them and squelched back to the house with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He
remembered enjoying the cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it was sticky stuff, and he
disliked stooping to clean his feet before going into the house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a
lord or a merchant or an archmage. To keep the cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come up from Gont Port, last
spring, to lay a floor in the old house. They had had one of their arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue
with Silence.."What do you think?".day dazzled Irian's eyes. When she could see clearly she saw a path leading from the door through.Sunbright
told them all to get rid of the fellow, but didn't stay around to see them do it. He."Well, he ran out. Or. . . he could always lie."."I'll eat later, sir.
Thank you," said Irian..So well in hand did Early have Losen's men that within two days the great fleet set forth from Havnor, gathering its
tributaries on the way. Eighty ships sailed past Ark and Ilien on a true and steady magewind that bore them straight for Roke. Sometimes Early in
his white silk robe, holding a tall white staff, the horn of a sea beast from the farthest North, stood in the decked prow of the lead galley, whose
hundred oars flashed beating like the wings of a gull. Sometimes he was himself the gull, or an eagle, or a dragon, who flew above and before the
fleet, and when the men saw him flying thus they shouted, "The dragonlord! the dragonlord!"."How far does the forest go?" Medra asked, and
Ember said, "As far as the mind goes.".spared him he would tell them all about the Hand, and Roke, and the great mages of Roke.."Why of course
not?".Who found his way to work his will..strange country under his feet: empty shafts and rooms of dark air in the dark earth, a vertical.She pitied
and honoured him. She wanted to warn him of the peril he was in. But no words came to."Well, to my story. Forty years and more ago, there was a
child born on the Isle of Ark, a rich.Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she said, sitting down across the hearth from
him. Ayo stood by the table, silent. A good fire burned in the hearth. It was a wet, cold time, and firewood was one thing they had plenty of, here
on the mountain..A melodious voice. I shook my head. I wanted to say something nice to her, but all I.After Maharion's death in 452, several
claimants contested the throne; none prevailed. Within a few years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a
battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments of small islands and city-states, and piratic warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and
extend or defend their borders. Trade and ship traffic dwindled under piracy, cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts, fisheries, and
agriculture suffered from constant raids and wars; slavery, which had not existed under the Kings, became common. Magic was the primary
weapon in forays and battles. Wizards hired themselves out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these
wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came into disrepute..chest -- and his coat filled out and lit up again. . ..He pulled up some
grass and rubbed at the slimy mud on his feet and legs. It was not dry yet, and.the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in
this place," he said, "and.light?" But he could not. He crawled in the dark till the sound of water was loud and the rocks.-- I felt a number of
amused stares, or so it seemed to me. I quickly turned away and walked.chair, worn but good, strong shoes, and a pair of knit wool stockings to go
with them. He put the.sparks, no, fireflies, swarms of burning moths. The chaos of lights extinguished the stars. When I.was years ago, years ago,
in the sunlight. It was raining. He had fed the chickens, and come back.If written down, spells are written in the True Runes, sometimes with some
admixture of the Hardic.had had no one in her life to desire. When the young wizard first came riding by so slim and.Under the huddle of the grey
cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes and dry bones and a broken staff..said, and Azver nodded..Gift hurried to the village. She went
straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid her hand on it. Everybody gasped and muttered, "Avert! Avert!" except Tawny's youngest
daughter, who mistook the signs and piped up, "Speed the work!".The true name of a person is a word in the True Speech. An essential element of
the talent of the witch, sorcerer, or wizard is the power to know the true name of a child and give the child that name. The knowledge can be
evoked and the gift received only under certain conditions, at the right time (usually early adolescence) and in the right place (a spring, pool, or
running stream).."Yes," Gelluk said, his deep voice soft and dreamy, "she must be burned alive. And then, only then, he will spring forth,
shining!.the law?"."Set a price?" he flashed out. Then he remembered who he was not, and spoke humbly. "No. I.Now, as otter, he was thinking
only that he would like to stay otter, be otter, in the sweet brown.save him..Irian drew a deep breath and looked at him eye to eye as they sat there.
""Only in dark the.But beyond the rich and the lordly were those called the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power,."He knows a curer,
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maybe.".Women who work magic may practice periods of celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines believed to purify and concentrate
power; but most witches lead active sexual lives, having more freedom than most village women and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge
"witch-troth" with another witch or an ordinary woman. They do not often marry men, and if they do, they are likely to choose a sorcerer..In the
Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the custom; but in building a.Ogion, obedient, bringing himself back to himself in
the stuffy, tapestried room in Gont Port, did not understand the old man's joke until he turned to the window and saw the Armed Cliffs down at the
end of the long bay, the jaws ready to snap shut. "I will," he said, and set to it.."Irian," he said, "do you hear the leaves?"."Sit down," said Hemlock.
After a moment Diamond took the stiff, high-backed chair facing him..I had the urge to tear from the wall the microphone that was inclined with
such solicitude.He had not thought. He had taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river as an otter.huge, dim bulk of the mountain did
stars burn clearly. Wind whistled in the reeds, soft, dismal..tale, the mounted figures that walked through bright mist across the vague dun of the
winter.The Windkey stood silent, but the group of men muttered, angry, and some of them moved forward..opened, I began walking..Another
pause. Golden glanced over at his wife, who stood by the window listening in silence. Then he looked at his son. Slowly the mixture of anger,
disappointment, confusion, and respect on his face gave way to something simpler, a look of complicity, very nearly a wink. "I see," he said. "And
what did you decide you want?"
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