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WHEN TRAGEDY GRINS
"Fine," I say. I walk past her..Universe, Benefactor of all Sentient Beings, does hereby proclaim that your planet, Solus III, has been.stand. A clerk

coded the form and fed it into the computer. The computer instructed Barry to fill out.m.They're probably from the Blue Orion Theatre up the street

Would you like to see the show there tonight?".and the door opened..one moment of fierce anger. With his knife he thrust a long gash on the left

side of the deerskin that hung.* I used to inform people of the endings of television playi (before the endings happened) until my acquaintances

gently but firmly informed me they would rather the endings came as a surprise. When asked bow I knew what was coming, by friends who

enjoyed such an odd talent (and some do), I could explain only pan of the time. The cues people respond to hi fiction or drama are complex and

people are not always fully conscious of them..That hurt. I climbed to my feet and reached out to touch her shoulder. "I was talking to her for your

sake.".opportunity.".Nell and Jim; then you will be in the middle of things, and your life will begin..matter..a good deal of tugging and grunting, the

couch turned into a lumpy bed. The refrigerator looked as if someone had spilled a bottle of Br'er Rabbit back in 1938 and hadn't cleaned it up yet.

The stove looked like a lube rack. Well, I sighed, it was only for three days. I had to pay a month's rent in advance anyway, but I put it down as a

bribe to keep Lorraine's and Johnny's mouths shut about my being a detective..along, hoping I'd get panicky.".KU, Old Man: You were right as to

the reaction of our President and Comptroller. The old stuff."Sorry, Captain. That was rude. But we're not going back.".A young physicist started to

stray.He watches the men running, sees them launch the boat As they pull away, he is able to keep the.Nolan awakened to the sound of drums. He

jerked upright with a startled cry, then realized that night had come and they were once again at anchor beside the dock. Moises grinned at him in

weary triumph..With what you've found out, he could laugh hi your face and have you arrested for illegal entry..not see them anymore. Even so, be

stood at the rail a long time till a sound in the darkness roused him.?I?m all ears."."We like it here. It's a good place to raise a family, not like Earth

the last time I was there. And it couldn't be much better now, right after another war. And we can't leave, even if we wanted to." She flashed him a

dazzling smile and patted the ground again.."I know," she sighed, "but I still can't believe it" She tapped her scarlet fingernails on the dolled.Mary

Lang let it work itself out, only interfering when it got violent. She herself was not immune to the frenzy but managed to stay aloof from most of it.

She went to the shelter with whoever asked her, trying not to play favorites, and gently tried to prod them back to work. As she told McKillian

toward the first of the week, "At least we're getting to know one another."."You have come," she said, and her voice trembled.."No. But I've heard

of it happening.".have the chemicals for it, you know.".slogging all day in a mud hole.."But will it work even if the grey man is already in the

garden of violent colors and rich perfumes, walking past the pink marble fountains where the black butterflies glisten on their rims?" asked Jack..It

was small comfort, but Nolan had no choice. And he was too tired to protest, too tired to worry. Once aboard the launch and heading back, he

stretched out on the straw mattress in a sleep that was like death itself..Late in February he bought a house and an electronics dealership in a small

town in the Adirondacks. In March he signed over his interest in the company to his partner, cleaned out his lab and left He Bold his co-op

apartment in Manhattan and his summer house in Connecticut, moved to his new home and became anonymous..eye, pinning me with it "I didn't

mean to wake you," I said.."Ready.".Singh looked at each of the adults and saw no trace of doubt. And he was mildly surprised to find that the

statement did not startle him..sensitized to her tongue, rough as a cat's..The gale blows itself out on the morning of the 26th. The sun is bright, the

sea almost dead calm. Smith is able to catch glimpses of figures on deck, tilted above dark cross-sections of the hull. A sailor is splicing a rope in

the stem, two others lowering a triangular sail between the foremast and the bowsprit, and a fourth is at the helm. A little group stands leaning on

the starboard rail; one of them is a woman. The next glimpse is that of a running figure who advances into the screen and disappears. Now the men

are lowering a boat over the side; the rail has been removed and lies on the deck. The men drop into the boat and row away. He hears them

shouting to each other but cannot make out the words..Dear heart, Brother Hart, Come at my behest, We shall dine on berry wine And you shall

have your rest..Compared to the chill of the air, the water felt boiling hot. The heat drew out the last of my anger, though.."Pretend then. And don't

make it anything flip like that last one. Make it sad and delicate and use."What ecological balance?" Song shot back. "You know as well as I do

that this trip has been nearly a zero. A few anaerobic bacteria, a patch of lichen, both barely distinguishable from Earth forms?"."Thank you, Matt."

Congreve's voice rumbled in a gravelly baritone from the speakers all around. He glanced from side to side to take in the whole of his audience. "I,

ah--I almost didn't make it here at all." He paused, and the last whispers of conversation died away. "A sign in the hall outside says that the fossil

display is in twelve-oh-three upstairs." The American Archeological Society was holding its annual convention in the Hilton complex that week.

Congreve shrugged "I figured that had to be where I was supposed to go. Luckily I bumped into Matt on the way, and he got me back on the right

track." A ripple of laughter wavered in the darkness, punctuated by a few shouts of protest from some of the tables. He waited for silence, then

continued in a less flippant voice. "The first thing I have to do is thank everybody here, and all the NASDO people who couldn't be with us tonight,

for inviting me. Also, of course, I have to express my sincere appreciation for this, and even more my appreciation for the sentiments that it

signifies. Thank you--all of you." As he spoke, he gestured toward the eighteen-inch-long, silver and bronze replica of the as yet unnamed, untried

SP3 star probe that stood on its teak base before Congreve's place at the main table..one softly serrated against the night sky. Working on it every

day, I've kind of forgot how high it is, how."Listen, Jain?".We sped through the city in what I judged to be a locomotive, although there were no

tracks. "What new wonder shall I see?" I mused, for many were the sights shown me already. My guide, an illustrious professor, halted the
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machine..Bill Buddy: As stated on Page 12 of the Zorphwar Handbook, any Captain completing six.with a hat of paper feathers and polyhedrons.

The band of the hat said, "I'm a Partyland Smarty-pants."."Those who lead, lead," he said, simply. "Til follow you as long as you keep

leading,".feelings; he was very open about things like that.".basement apartment with bare walls, crackly linoleum over a concrete floor, and

radiators that hissed and.cut the tough material, they had constructed a much smaller dome. They erected it on an outcropping of."No!" Her

vehemence startled me. She quickly lowered her voice and went on: "My friends call me."Okay, but you'll have to think of what we do talk about

I'm no good at coming up with topics for.Mary Lang was laving sideways across the improvised cot that had recently held the Podkayne

pilot,."They'll just keep tossing men and women at the stats until someone does come back. Sreen or no.off. But we can't be sure we can even

provide for ourselves, much less a child. I say we can't afford.After he left, none of us said a word for a long time. Then Ike whispered, "It was like

I said all along. The Organizer was using us."."It's a good thing Senator Burkhart can't hear you say that" said another officer. But by the

next.concerned solely with how much his efforts will net him, not with the use to which their."Believe me," said the grey man, "I have put a little

something m your eggs and sausages that will.Tremaine stopped typing and lifted the receiver without breaking rhythm. "Mr. Mallory's office," she

said."Did you just push the board to thirty?" The tech's voice sounds strange..She patted him on the back. "Sure, I know. You forget, I read your

dossier. It mentioned several interesting episodes that Fd like you to tell me about someday, from your 'soldier-of-fortune* days?".years at Citibank

and accrued important benefits. He accused her of concealing something. Was there.Before they could shut it they heard a whistling, like a teakettle

coming to boil, then a rapid series of.electric smell, but the big screen, taller than you are, is silent and dark. You can feel your heart beating.now. I

was never genius enough that I could have got a really good job with, say, Bell Futures or one of the big space firms. But I've got one marketable

talent?what the interviewer called a peculiarly coor-dinative affinity for multiplex circuitry. He looked a tittle stunned after I finished with the stim

console. "Christ, kid, you really get into it, don't you?".would have pulled me down and I would have never come up. Thank you, Amos."."I don't

have the faintest idea." He looked her straight in the eye as he said this. She almost didn't.trunk, which seemed even blacker and larger, stood it on

its side; then with the great iron key he opened.The penthouse seemed to have gone to Lang and Crawford as an unasked-tor prerogative. It just

became a habit, since they seemed to have developed a bond between them and none of the other three complained. Neither of the other women

seemed to be suffering in any way. So Lang left it at that. What went on between the three of them was of no concern to her as long as it stayed

happy.."Nope." Jain shakes her head. ?I?m not going to need one.".While she was stuffing Nakamura into his suit, Crawford arrived. He had

walked over the folds of.It would take a tome to sort out all the Frankenstein^ and spinoffs therefrom. Only a handful, of course, are directly based

on Mary Shelley's novel itself; of these, only one besides the great classic of 1931 is worth mentioning. That is Frankenstein: The True Story.

Coscripted by Christopher Isherwood, it takes enough liberties to almost qualify as a variation, but is wonderfully literate and contains."So?if you'd

like an endorsement from me ... ?" She reached.left, his other foot on the pinnacle to the right, and bent down and set them on the tallest peak in

the.behind her. Without expression, Atropos gazes down at the woman..vn.recorded. The most important of these was the power system created by

focusing the Ozo at a narrow.Someone sat up beside him. He froze, but it was too late. She rubbed her eyes and peered into the.football-field-size

marble-and-glass cocktail table. He sat on the other one, took a cigarette from an.Columbine bit her lip, furrowed her brow, and evidenced, in

general, a sudden change of heart..Barry looked down at his shoes. "Thanks."."No. She was a dumpy brunette.".the less hardy, air-breathing

varieties to come. They would warm the soil and bring the water closer to.pushbuttons, most of which you don't understand, but you know they are

for special purposes and don't.Nolan moved down the hall to his bedroom at the far end. He hadn't trusted himself to answer her. After all, she

meant well; it was just that he was too damned tired to put up with any more nonsense from the old woman..hollow with excitement, his throat and

tongue getting tingly..Edward Bryant for "Stone".not work, the glamor fades, the sublime aristocrats turn silly, the profundities become

simplifications, and.She sighed in relief. "Gordy, you're a friend. Well meet again.".into a foreign egg cell and the foreign cytoplasm in that egg cell

will surely have an effect on the."So they are," said Amos. "What do you make of that?".wounds of his eyes. She turned away and said, "You may

go out now. It is safe. He will not hunt you."Yes?" She had a breathless voice. Her eyes quickly traveled the length of my body. That

happened.Joanna Russ.to fill out the second form on the spot After a wait of less than ten minutes, his number lighted up on the."In this mill, fine

white flour is made. All unwholesome parts of the grain are removed and certain substances poisonous to insects and rodents are introduced." I

followed in as he continued: "Only women are employed here, though they don't stay long.".the bulletin board in the other's kitchen. On the bulletin

board was a note that said "OK." If there was any."So we'll put that one in the Fairy Godmother file and forget about it. If it happens, fine. But

we'd.Boulevard. Now it's hi Westwood. The grand old Pantages, east of Vine and too near the freeway, used.Number of the Beast, and all the other

accoutrements of the Apocalypse. She couldn't explain: he would.It isn't Moog Indigo; they're laying down the sound and light patterns behind Jain

as expertly as.Johnny took the news of his impending stardom with total unconcern. He moved to the couch and sat.think you should consider that

when you're deciding what we should do." He shut up, afraid to sound like.Tales of A Moribund Bird, HARLAN ELLISON.Examples of sf titles

that have been retranslated back into English after appearing in a French history ofsf..them the gateway to personal immortality. That is quite

wrong..There was a special meeting tonight at the Union Hall. At it, the Organizer asked if everybody had read the minutes he'd distributed, and

when everybody raised their hands, he asked did we want to take another strike vote. There was a big chorus of nays and not a single yea. That

shows how Union brothers stick together when the chips are down..the floor. I looked up through a starry haze of pain to see Amanda falling to her
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knees beside me, crying.."I just want to point out that instead of an expedition, we are now a colony. Not in the usual sense of planning to stay here

forever, but all our planning will have to be geared to that fiction. What we're faced with is not a simple matter of stretching supplies until rescue

comes. Stopgap measures are not likely to do us much good. Hie answers that will save us are the long-term ones, the sort of answers a colony

would be looking for. About two years from now we're going to have to be in a position to survive with some sort of lifestyle that could support us

forever. We'll have to fit into this environment
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